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Saying Goodbye to Dr Mike Baxter 
 

Around a hundred members of 
staff - past and present - came 
to wish Dr Mike Baxter well last 
week, as he retires from the 
NHS and from over 20 years 
with us at Ashford and St 
Peter's.   
 

Mike first joined the Trust in 1992 as 
a consultant diabetologist and 

endocrinologist, before becoming 
Clinical Director for seven years and 
then Medical Director in 2002.  Mike 
will continue his clinical work as an 
independent medical advisor, doing 
work both in the NHS and the 
commercial health sector. 
 

At his leaving party, Mike said: 
"Leaving Ashford and St Peter's 
brings a huge mix of emotions; I feel 
excited, terrified and sad. ASPH has 
been a huge part of my life for so 

long, but after over 20 years it feels 
right to move on and face a 
different challenge. This move will 
call on all the skills and experiences 
that have been developed at ASPH 
and will also  bring me back to my 
clinical specialty, of diabetes.  
 

But, I refuse to say goodbye - 
Andrew has invited me to continue 
to do some work for the Trust and I 
hope I can continue to contribute in 
this capacity. Thank you to 
everyone here for being my friends 
and colleagues and I will miss you 
all hugely." 
 

Andrew Liles, Chief Executive, 
added: "Mike has put such an 
enormous amount of passion and 
commitment into Ashford and St 
Peter's during his 20 years 
here.  He really cares about all the 
people here - staff and patients - 
and that is what we will miss the 
most.  We wish him every success 
for the future."  Mike giving his farewell speech  

Colleagues and friends enjoying an Indian 

buffet and wishing Mike well for the future.  

Have you been 
on a Living our 

Values 

Workshop? 

Between now and the 

end of March 2012 all 

staff are expected to 

attend a half-day Living 

our Values workshop. 

To book a place, please 

email Holly Gray or ring 

her on extension 4364. 

 

Nominated a Finalist 

in the National 

Patient Experience 

Awards 

 

Our Living our Values 

programme was 

nominated as a Finalist 

recently in the National 

Patient Experience 

Awards held in 

Birmingham earlier this 

month.  And, although 

we didn't win, our 

nomination was in the 

most fiercely fought 

category!  



Dr Simon Hughes and Dr 

Rob Menzies, Consultant 

Anaesthetists,  Milly  

Chidarikire, Clinical Skills 

Education Lead, and Jenny 

Whyte, Critical Care  

Outreach Sister. 

Returning to 

the Trust... 

Milly 

Chidarikire 

Milly returned to the 

Trust in November 

last year after 

spending nine months 

working at the Royal 

Surrey as a Practice 

Development Sister. 

 

Previously, Milly was 

a Staff Nurse in ITU at 

St Peter’s.  She is 

now Clinical Skills 

Education Lead, 

where she teaches 

clinical skills to nurses 

and medical students, 

including simulation 

for doctors and 

management of the 

Clinical Skills 

Laboratory in 

Nightingale House at 

St Peter’s. She will be 

based at Ashford 

Hospital in the 

Management Corridor, 

but will work between 

both hospital sites. 

 

Milly can be contacted 

on ext 4105 and bleep 

8414.  

Bringing training to life 

Clinical training for staff is 

moving to the next dimension 

with the recent opening of a new 

Clinical Simulation Suite at 

Ashford. 

The state of the art training centre 

features a life-like mannequin which 

via a high tech computer and other 

pieces of medical equipment, gives 

staff the most realistic training 

scenarios possible without using a 

‘real’ patient. 

 

The suite was made possible thanks 

to funding from the Kent, Surrey and 

Sussex Deanery (responsible for the 

provision of medical training across 

the area) and from the League of 

Friends from both Ashford and St 

Peter’s Hospitals. 

 

Scenarios including treatment for 

acute asthma attacks, patients with 

abnormal heart rhythms, difficulties 

in breathing and hypoglaecemic 

attacks can be enacted. 

 

Dr Rob Menzies said: “ The suite 

allows trainees to develop their 

clinical skill in a completely 

controlled and safe environment. 

Initially we will be using it primarily 

for our junior doctors, but we hope 

to be able to expand to others.” 

The St Peter’s Hospital League of 

Friends has donated £30,000 to 

buy 30 new syringe drivers. 

These small portable devices give 

medication continuously to relieve 

pain and other symptoms in 

patients. Karen Cook, Lead Nurse 

for Palliative Care, said: “Syringe 

drivers are commonly used in 

palliative and end-of-life care to 

provide medication over 24 hours 

when patients are weak and have 

difficulty swallowing. We are very 

grateful for the friend’s donation 

which has enabled us to replace all 

of our old syringe drivers within a 

Photo: Macmillan Specialist Nurses for 

Palliative Care Sue Dargan and Catherine 

Clackson, St Peter’s League of Friends 

Chairman Jim McCall, Lead Nurse for 

Palliative Care Karen Cook and Medical 

Devises Co-ordinator  

Yvonne Jones.  

Friends donate £30,000 of equipment 
year. The new devices will improve 

patient care and safety.” 



Congratulations 

Sally 

Sally Greensmith, 

Physiotherapy Team 

Leader, has been 

awarded one of only 60 

new clinical leadership 

fellowships. 

 

Awarded by the 

National Leadership 

Council last year, the 

fellowships awards are 

designed for practising 

clinicians from all 

backgrounds and 

professions and offer an 

opportunity for 

individuals to develop 

their leadership skills.  

 

New developments in A&E 

Over the last two months we have 

made a number of changes in our 

emergency department. 

These include the opening of two 

new areas to help improve patient 

flow and the experience of patients 

in the department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Clinical Decisions Unit 

(CDU) will provide a better 

environment for patients who need 

to be observed, tested or treated for 

a longer period of care than 4 hours, 

but who do not need to be admitted 

to a ward.  The ‘Pitstop’ area will be 

operating a STaRT 

(Simple Triage and 

Rapid Treatment) 

service for all patients 

arriving by 

ambulance.  

 

These patients will be 

jointly assessed as 

they arrive in the 

department  by a 

doctor and nurse to 

enable quick decision 

making and are 

already improving 

ambulance  

turn-around times.  The Clinical Decisions Unit 

The Pitstop area 

 Dwayne will be working 3 days a 

week as Operational Nurse Lead 

(Chief Nurse’s Office) (Acting) 

and remain in his Occupational 

Health role for 2 days a week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To avoid any conflict of interest 

while working in his Occupational 

Health Nurse Consultant role, 

Dwayne will be delivering his 

clinical role to Occupational 

Health’s external contracts and 

will be supporting work for the OH 

department to its national 

accreditation standards 

(SEQOHS). 

Recent changes to job roles 
Dr. Martha Wrigley, Clinical Trials 

Manager and Dwayne Gillane, 

Occupational Health Nurse 

Consultant have been seconded 

to work part time in support of the 

Chief Nurse office. 

 

The secondments are to support 

Suzanne Rankin, Chief Nurse, and 

Vanessa Avlonitis, Deputy Chief 

Nurse, in the delivery of their roles. 

 

Martha will be working 2 days a 

week as Assistant Chief Nurse 

(Acting) and remain 3 days a week 

in her Clinical Trials Manager post. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha 

Wrigley 

Dwayne 

Gillane 



Consultant Mr Ravi Kulkarni presenting at the 

congress.  

Submit your 

story! 
 

If you have a story 

for Aspire please 

contact Anna Scott, 

Communications 

Officer, on ext.2330 

or via Trust email.  

The World Congress of  
Endo-urology 2011 

Consultant Urological Surgeon Mr 

Ravi Kulkarni recently visited 

Kyoto in Japan for The World 

Congress of Endo-urology 2011.   

The annual event saw Mr Kulkarni 

presenting five research papers and 

giving two important invited lectures, 

about complex ureteral strictures 

and metallic stents.  Mr Kulkarni has 

been Chair of the Stent section of 

this congress for the past three 

years and will also be organising the 

session for the 2012 meeting which 

is taking place in Istanbul, Turkey. 
 
In addition, the British team (led by 
Mr Kulkarni and another Urologist 
from the UK), made a bid to host the 

2015 World Congress of Endo-
urology in London.  After beating off 
stiff competition from Paris, Rome, 
Durban and Geneva the team won. 
 
This major international event in the 
Urology calendar will be held in the 
Excel Exhibition Centre in London. 

Introducing…. 
Dr Barry Quinn, our new 

Macmillan Consultant Lead for 

Cancer and Trust Lead for the 

Acute Oncology service. 

Barry has an interesting background 

with wide experience in working in 

cancer and palliative care. He has 

spent time at The Royal Marsden as 

a lecturer practitioner and recently 

completed a PhD. Before coming to 

Ashford and St Peter’s, Barry 

worked at St George’s and became 

their senior oncology nurse and lead 

chemotherapy nurse for the cancer 

network in SW London.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Acute Oncology Service 

will help support staff in areas such 

as A&E and MAU, and on the 

wards, to treat cancer patients 

(particularly those coming in as 

emergencies or with suspected 

cancer) urgently and appropriately - 

speeding up access to the correct 

investigations and care. 

 

Barry said: “I am passionate about 

nursing, particularly about 

supporting patients with cancer and 

their families. As our new acute 

service develops I will be working 

hard to ensure good staff 

engagement across the Trust - 

patients coming into hospital with 

cancer are not just the responsibility 

of the oncology team, they are 

everyone’s responsibility. “ Dr Barry 

Quinn, 

PhD RN  

Reminder.. 
 
Don’t forget that car 

parking charges will 

start from 1st April 

2012. Prior to this staff 

who wish, and are 

eligible, to park at both 

hospitals need to 

purchase a permit and 

select one of the two 

payment options: 

 

• Daily scratchcards 

(Red permit) 

• Monthly payments 

(Gold permit) 

 

All applications will 

need to be made 

online at: 

www.staffparking. 
asph.nhs.uk 
 

All departments have 

been sent a detailed 

guide to the new car 

parking arrangements,  

and a special staff 

leaflet has been sent 

out with payslips.  If 

you have any further 

queries please contact 

John Sermon on ext 

2228.  


