
BME Annual General Meeting
(black and minority ethnic network)

Singing for their
(Christmas)
supper!

O
nce again the Medical

Secretaries took to the floor

at St Peter’s to bring a

touch of Christmas to the main

reception area.

Patients and visitors were treated to a

varied programme of carols and

Christmas songs by our enthusiastic

singers, which for a while almost

brought main reception to a halt! The

show brought a real atmosphere of

Christmas and warmth and many

people settled in to enjoy the full

programme.

Our enthusiastic Medical Secretaries Christmas Choir takes to the
floor in main reception at St Peter’s.

The Trust’s BME network held

its AGM on 3rd December in the

postgrad centre at St Peter’s.

Staff were welcomed by Aileen

McLeish, and the programme

included a review of the year by

General Secretary Arun Gupta, a

progress report for the national

network by Chair Issac John,

the launch of ‘Road to

Success’ (a career programme

specifically designed for BME

staff) and a panel discussion.
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Staff at the BME AGM - around 60 members of staff attended and there
was good feedback on the day.



Congratulations to

all our colleagues who

have been recently

promoted.

Submit your story!

If you have a story for Aspire

please contact Giselle Rothwell,

Head of Communications, on ext

3470 or via Trust email.

Suzanne Rankin, our new Chief
Nurse, joins us on Monday 20th
December.
Suzanne was most recently Deputy
Chief Nurse for NHS South Central.
Prior to that, her nursing and
management career has been
exclusively with the Royal Navy.

Suzanne’s naval career has included
deployment during the 1990 Gulf
War; a spell as Senior Nursing
Officer at NATO headquarters in
Lisbon; and Nursing Officer in charge
of the 56-bed Trauma and
Orthopaedic Unit at the former Royal
Hospital Haslar in Gosport,
Hampshire, when the unit was
integrated into the NHS and at the
time of the outbreak of the war in
Afghanistan.

Suzanne holds an MA in Defence

Studies and was responsible for
developing the Nursing Services
Strategy in her role as Deputy to the
Defence Nursing Adviser at the
Ministry of Defence.

Introducing Suzanne Rankin, our new
Chief Nurse

Beth Wedge,
now Deputy
Sister on MAU

Deenah
McCaully, now
Assistant Ser-
vice Manager,
Surgery

Catherine
Young, now
Deputy Nursery
Manager, First
Steps

Helena
Richardson,
now Advanced
Early Years
Practitioner,
First Steps

Celebrating 40 on
Christmas Day
Not only is Joe Italiano, a member of

our estates staff, celebrating his 40th

birthday on Christmas day, he was

also one of the first Christmas babies

born in Abbey Wing at St Peter’s. At

the time, both of Joe’s parents also

worked at the Trust, his dad as a

domestic and his mum in the linen

room. Happy birthday and a Merry

Christmas Joe.

A passion for
excellence!
Nominations for this year’s Staff
Appreciation Awards are now open!

 Do you know someone who
consistently puts patients first?

 Who do you know who role
models personal responsibility
in their job?

 Who is passionate about
achieving excellence?

 Tell us who demonstrates that
they take pride in their team!

 And don’t forget, Volunteer of
the Year

To nominate simply fill in the form
on TrustNet at:

trustnet/departments/awards2010/
index.html

Deadline for nominations is 28th
January 2011, with the Awards
Ceremony in March - date to be
confirmed.


