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St Peter’s Hospital welcomed a 

special visitor on 2nd March, 

when Lucy Siegle from The One 

Show came to officially  open our 

Interventional Suite. 

The suite is home to a new state-of-

the-art ‘C Arm’ machine, which cost 

£800,000 to buy and install. It is 

used for specialist interventional 

arterial and vascular procedures 

which require maximum accuracy 

and more unusual procedures such 

as work on the vertebrae of the 

spinal cord and the treatment of 

fibroids in women. Said Consultant 

Radiologist Dr Robert Davies: “This 

is a very exciting development for 

our patients and puts us at the 

forefront of hospitals in the UK for 

interventional radiology. Using this 

new technology means procedures 

take less time and patients have 

potentially fewer complications.” 

Large donation for 
NICU 

Interventional 
Suite officially 
open 

Staff in the Neonatal Intensive 

Care Unit at St Peter’s Hospital 

were delighted to receive £36,000 

recently, one of the largest 

amounts ever donated. 

The money was raised by Wentworth 

Golf Club through the 2009 Lady 

Captain’s Charity. Joy Garvey, 2009 

Lady Captain, chose the charity after 

hearing about the fantastic work the 

unit do from the Gallagher family, 

who are fellow members of the club. 

 

Lucy Siegle cutting the 

official opening ribbon 

with Consultant 

Interventional Radiologist 

Dr Alan Irvine, Chairman 

Aileen McLeish, 

Superintendent 

Interventional 

Radiographer Di Hall and 

Chief Executive Andrew 

Liles 

 

Tania Gallagher gave birth to 

triplets in 2001 but sadly only her 

daughter, Olivia, survived. The 

family have supported the unit ever 

since and already donated £30,000 

to pay for the ‘Gallagher Suite’ -

parents accommodation within the 

unit. 

Said Matron Audrey 

Elmore: “We’d like to 

sincerely thank the 

Gallagher family, their 

friends and Wentworth 

Golf Club for their 

support. The money 

will be spent to buy 

specialist cooling and 

brain function 

monitoring equipment 

for babies born in 

distress, who come to 

us from across the 

South East.”  

NICU 

Matron 

Audrey 

Elmore 

accepts a 

cheque from 

Tania 

Gallagher 



Spotlight on: Day surgery 

With the capacity to treat up to 90 

patients a day our two day 

surgery units are always busy. 

The teams at Ashford and St Peter’s 

are highly organised and work 

together to make sure patients flow 

through the units seamlessly. In 

recent times day surgery has 

treated a growing number of 

patients and this will continue to 

increase as more procedures are 

carried out as day cases.  

 

Patients from both units rate their 

experience highly and the challenge 

Let’s hear it from the team 

ahead is to continue to provide 

excellent care whilst further 

developing day surgery services. 

“It’s all about flow” according to 

Matron Jane Ryman, who 

oversees the unit at Ashford. 

“Day surgery is a multi-skilled area 

where everyone has to work 

together to make it happen. We all 

want to keep our patients safe, 

comfortable and reassured so it’s 

important to be organised and keep 

them flowing through the unit.  

Did you know? 

 

Last year our day 

surgery units treated 

over 13,000 patients. 

 

They performed 33 

gastric banding 

operations as day 

cases, which is a 

pioneering way to 

perform this surgery. 

 

And over 1000 cataract 

eye surgery 

procedures! 

 

83.5% of all surgery in 

the Trust is performed 

as day cases. 

 

And much of this takes 

place in one of three 

theatres solely used for 

day surgery 

procedures. 

 

Almost 50 nursing and 

clerical staff are 

dedicated to working in 

day surgery. 

 

And last year, the 

Ashford team presented 

at the National Day 

Surgery Conference 

about their excellent 

patient survey results 

and work to protect 

patients’ privacy and 

dignity. 

 

Day surgery is one of 

the first pathways to go 

through the EQUIP 

(Efficiency, Quality, 

Improvement and 

Productivity) 

programme. 

The day 

surgery team 

at Ashford is 

headed up by 

Fiona Lloyd 

Jones, Acting 

Clinical Lead 

for Day 

Surgery and 

Matron Jane 

Ryman. 

Senior staff Nurse Teresa Gilsenan-Cook, 

Senior Staff Nurse Dawn Hodgson and Health 

Care Assistant Louise Bacon in the unit at St 

Peter’s  

“The day surgery unit at Ashford is 

so efficient. Staff are very organised 

and always find the equipment I 

need quickly. Having dedicated day 

surgery units works really well” 

 

Mr Alistair Cameron Smith, Consultant 

Orthopaedic Surgeon 

At Ashford, we can see up to 50 

patients a day for many different 

procedures, which requires a lot of 

co-ordination! They want to get their 

operation ‘over and done with’ and 

go home as soon as possible and 

often they are ready to leave within 

three or four hours of arriving, which 

is great for them and testament to 

the hard work of all the team.” 

“Day surgery is really leading the 

way in cross site working with both 

units, at Ashford and St Peter’s, 

offering speciality procedures as 

day cases, such as gastric banding 

and cholecystectomy.” 

Mr Philip Bearn, Consultant General 

and Colorectal Surgeon 



The patient journey 

Before patients are admitted for 

day surgery they visit for a pre-

assessment appointment. 

This is an important part of the 

process to check their physical and 

psychological wellbeing and make 

sure they fully understand their 

operation. Said Deputy Sister 

Rebecca Brain: “It’s an opportunity 

for patients to ask any questions or 

raise any concerns they have. It 

prepares them for their procedure 

and often puts their mind at rest.” 

A typical day in 

theatres? 

There’s no such thing, 

according to Deputy 

Team Leader Gilbert 

Chishaya! 

Said Gilbert: “Our role 

is to assist the 

anaesthetist when they 

give the anaesthetic 

and monitor the patient 

throughout their 

surgery. We always 

have to be prepared 

for the unexpected and 

make sure emergency 

equipment and drugs 

are ready to use if 

needed. I really enjoy 

the challenge and 

variety of my job and 

caring for each patient 

as an individual.” 

When patients arrive on the unit 

they are greeted by the friendly 

faces of our reception team. They 

book patients in and show them to 

The reception team at Ashford - Kim Lawrence, 

Caroline Grant, Julie Ash and Shirley Newman  

Sister Claire 

Ellson-Credo 

in the Day 

Surgery Unit 

at St Peter’s 

Now and in the future 

Ashford porter Nigel Milton 

is an essential part of the 

day surgery team, helping 

to transport patients and 

equipment to the right 

place. 

Day surgery will continue to 

develop its services and treat a 

growing number of patients.  

Dr Fiona Lloyd Jones, Acting 

Clinical Lead for Day Surgery, said: 

“My role is to consider the whole 

patient pathway and how we can 

deliver the best 

possible care.” 

 

“Both units have 

a well 

established 

history of 

providing an 

excellent service 

and there are 

the ward. Said Ashford Receptionist 

Kim Lawrence: “It’s a great place to 

work and I enjoy meeting different 

people every day.” 

 

Once on the ward, patients are 

mostly looked after by the nursing 

teams. Said St Peter’s Sister Claire 

Ellson-Credo: “There is such a quick 

turnover in day surgery and it’s 

hugely satisfying to care for patients 

from the start to the end of their stay 

with us and see them fit to go home 

so quickly. This is my first job as a 

sister and I’ve got a brilliant team. 

Everyone puts our patients first and 

helps each other out to provide the 

best care possible.” 

always new developments taking 

place.  Recently we reconfigured 

our Ashford unit so men and women 

are accommodated in separate 

parts of the ward, which rightly puts 

the privacy and dignity of our 

patients to the top of the agenda.” 

 

“We like to engage staff in making 

improvements and the current 

EQUIP project is a good opportunity 

for us to take an objective look at 

how we do things now and how 

we’d like to do them in the future. 

Everybody in day surgery plays their 

part and contributes to the overall 

success of the team - it’s a great 

environment to work in.”  Dr Fiona LloydJones 



Bleepers Cup 

Dr Stephen Chalk is 

the lucky winner of a 

bottle of wine for 

answering his bleep in 

only 2.5 seconds! 

 

Every six months, Dr 

Clive Grundy holds a 

competition for the F1 

and F2 doctors to see 

who responds to their 

bleep quickest - so 

well done Stephen for 

your speedy reply! 

 

Complementary 

therapies 

Are available in the 

Occupational Health 

Department at St 

Peter’s Hospital. 

 

Therapist Mary Poole 

is offering Indian Head 

Massage and 

Reflexology 

treatments for only 

£12 for 25 minutes or 

£24 for 55 minutes.  

 

The next sessions are 

available on Tuesday 

30th March and 11th 

May between 11am 

and 5pm. Call ext 

2404 to book your 

appointment. 

 

Recent promotions 
Congratulations to all our 

colleagues who have been  

Martha Wrigley, 

higher band Clinical 

Trials Manager 

Gemma Smallman,  

ITU Staff Nurse to 

MAU Deputy Sister 

Work is underway to implement a 

new theatre scheduling and 

clinical information system.  

“Bluspier” will provide a single 

database for all speciality theatre 

information at the Trust. It will 

capture patient timing points (where 

is the patient when) and be used to 

record coding information and 

operating notes. The system will 

give greater visibility of a patient’s 

journey through theatres to help us 

plan fully utilised operating lists and 

manage future improvements. 

If you have a story 

for Aspire please 

contact Anna Scott, 

Communications 

Officer, on ext 2330 

or via Trust email  

Introducing... 

New IT system for theatres 
Patient information will be pulled 

into Bluespier automatically from 

PAS freeing up the time of medical 

secretaries and theatre clerks. 

Implementation is starting this 

month and will be rolled out in 

phases. The project is being led 

within theatres, anaesthetics and 

critical care but will involve other 

staff throughout the Trust and full 

training will be provided. 

 

For more information contact 

Rohinton on ext 3570 or via email. 

Tina Kendall, higher 

band Occupational 

Health Advisor 

Gail Roberts, Deputy 

Sister to Sister on 

Aspen Ward 

Jenny Johnson, the new General 

Manager for Theatres, 

Anaesthetics and 

Critical Care. 

Jenny’s 

background is in 

nursing, service 

improvement and 

management and 

she has a Masters 

in “Leadership in 

Healthcare”. She said: “This new 

role is an exciting opportunity for me 

to further develop my leadership 

skills and work with the team to 

develop our services.” 

recently promoted and good luck 

in your new roles! 

Cathy Parsons, the new General 

Manager for Trauma and 

Orthopaedics. 

Cathy initially trained as a nurse at 

Ashford in 1981 

and went on to 

become the 

Orthopaedic Ward 

Sister. After 

spending time in 

Australia and the 

past 17 years at 

Ealing Hospital, 

Cathy has obtained a Masters in 

“Leading and Managing” and said: “I 

want to work with the whole team to 

develop our services and offer 

patients the best possible care.” 


