
A great 
achievement 
Last year, several members of the 

respiratory team attended the 19th 

Annual European Respiratory 

Society Congress in Vienna,  

which is an international conference 

attracting top class clinicians from all 

over the world. 

 

The team submitted several pieces of 

research to the Congress and had a 

record number of seven abstracts 

accepted which they presented at the 

conference. These went on to be 

published in the European 

Respiratory Journal, which is a great 

achievement for the whole team. 
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job and to making every effort to 

retain employees who become 

disabled. 

 

All those who have responsibility for 

recruitment 

should be fully 

aware of the 

Trust’s policies 

on recruitment 

and capability. 

More information can be found on 

Trustnet, from your Recruitment 

Advisor or HR Manager. 

Physiotherapist Amber Lane: “It 

was a real team effort and shows 

the high quality of respiratory care  

offered at the Trust and dedication 

to continual research by medical, 

physiotherapy and nursing staff.”  

Staff drop-in 

sessions 

Recently, staff on May 

Ward, Birch Ward and 

the Coronary Care 

Unit were given the 

chance to have their 

say. 

 

Various managers, 

including Matrons and 

HR representatives 

dropped in and 

encouraged staff to 

come and chat about 

any issues or ideas 

they had. 

 

Said Matron Debbie 

Palmer: “The 

sessions were very 

informal and a chance 

for staff to talk about 

anything they wanted 

to. We saw about 20 

staff and many had 

valid suggestions of 

how we could improve 

things for both staff 

and patients. I think 

they appreciated the 

fact that some issues 

could be dealt with 

very quickly by having 

the right people in the 

right place. We hope 

to hold more sessions 

in the future.” 

Dr Mike Wood, Amber Lane, Occupational 

Therapist Jessica Callaghan, Professor Mark 

Britton, Julia Bott from Surrey Community 

Health, Dr Michelle Ramsay and Senior 

Physiotherapist Laura Cornish. 

Being a Two Ticks 
employer 

There are currently almost 10 

million disabled adults in Britain 

and we are pleased to be 

recognised as a Two Ticks 

employer. 

The symbol means that we welcome 

and support people with disabilities 

and specifically that we commit to 

interviewing all disabled applicants 

who meet the essential criteria for a 



Well done 

Dwayne 

Occupational Health 

Advisor Dwayne 

Gillane recently had a 

three page article 

published in the 

Occupational Health 

Journal. 

 

The article reported 

on the recent change 

to using safety 

cannulas throughout 

the Trust to reduce 

the number of 

percutaneous injuries 

(commonly referred to 

as needle stick 

injuries) in staff. 

 

Said Occupational 

Health Manager 

Nadine Godfrey: 

“Dwayne was part of 

the Safer Needle 

Action Group, which 

worked with a variety 

of staff to assess the 

number and type of 

needle stick injuries 

and choose a new 

safety cannula.” 

 

“It is a great 

achievement for 

Dwayne and the Trust 

to be leading the way 

and get such a 

detailed article 

published in a 

professional journal.” 

Welcome to... 

Kitchen Assistant Caroline 

Barron, recently featured in a film 

made by Surrey County Council. 

Filming took place in the 

Postgraduate Centre kitchen, run by 

OCS, about the council’s 

EmployAbility Scheme. Said 

Hospitality Supervisor Tony Mariani: 

“Caroline is a key member of the 

working team and did a great job 

with the filming.” 

Caroline Barron with Tony Mariani and Film 

Director Zoe Ashman. 

Jessica Gregory, who has joined 

the Trust as the new Donor 

Transplant Co-ordinator.  

Said Jessica: “In the UK we need to 

increase organ donation by 50% 

over the next three years and my 

role is to facilitate organ and tissue 

donation at the 

Trust. I look 

forward to meeting 

many of you in the 

coming weeks and 

working together.” 

 

Keep an eye for 

more information 

about organ donation in a 

forthcoming Aspire spotlight feature. 

 

Jessica is based in the Intensive 

Care Unit and can be contacted 

there, via her pager on 07659 590 

529 or by email at 

Jessica.gregory@asph.nhs.uk. 

If you have a story for Aspire please 

contact Anna Scott, Communications 

Officer, on 2330 or email 

anna.scott@asph.nhs.uk 

The winners of the recent LGBT 

History Month quiz are Mo Farish 

and Angela Shaw from the 

Infection Control team. 

Well done to you both and enjoy 

your prizes - a bottle of champagne 

each. 

 

The next LGBT event is Movie Night 

on Wednesday 24th February from 

5pm in the Intensive Care Unit 

Seminar Room. The film showing is 

MILK starring Sean Penn. 

Everybody is welcome and 

refreshments will be provided.  For 

further information contact Den 

Hallett on extension 2990 or by 

email at lgbt@asph.nhs.uk . 

Smile for the  

camera 

LGBT update 

On 11th February we hosted our 

first event especially for Trust 

members at Ashford Hospital. 

It was a great success with over 60 

public and staff members attending. 

 

Interesting presentations were given 

about specialist surgery by Mr 

Hadley, Mr Kalif-Hussain, and Miss 

Witherow, which was followed by a 

lively question and answer session.  

The guests also had the opportunity 

to visit a number of stands manned 

by staff and find out more about 

subjects such as ophthalmology and 

sleep apnoea.  

 

Membership Manager Melanie Perry 

said: “The evening went really well 

and many members commented on 

how interesting it was. Thank you to 

all the staff who gave up their own 

time to help out.” 

A real success 


