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We are delighted to have one winner and one 

finalist selected out of more than 230 nominations 
in the South East Coast Best of Health Awards, 
held on Tuesday 16th June in Brighton. 
 
Lynn Parker, Bereavement Sister on our neo-natal 
intensive care unit, has won a South East Coast 
Academy Award for establishing a bereavement 
service for families who have lost a baby.  Picture 
above, Lynn was delighted to win and collect her 
award at the ceremony.  

Award winning staff  

Sister Tracey Bradshaw and the Coronary Care 
Nursing Team were nominated in the 
Transforming Services category for their work in 
transforming our cardioversion service (treatment 
for correcting an irregular heartbeat) from a doctor 
led to a nurse led service, which is now carried out 
in day surgery.  They narrowly missed out winning 
to a strong group of MacMillan nurses, but did 
exceptionally well to reach the finals. 
 
In addition, Sue Harris, Senior Specialist Nurse in 
Wound Management, was a Highly Commended 
Winner in the Surgical and Cavity Wounds Award 
Category of the Wounds UK Awards on Friday 
12th June.  Her entry was based on the use of a 
photographic 
care plan for 
a patient who 
required a 
complex 
surgical 
cavity wound 
dressing. 

Foundation Trust consultation launches 
On 1st June we launched our 12 

week consultation to become a 
Foundation Trust.  For the next 
couple of months we’ll be out and 
about in the hospitals and local 
community, talking about the 
benefits of becoming a 
Foundation Trust and, very 
importantly, signing up 
members!  If you live in the local 
area, see if you can sign up a few 
friends and family members – the 
more representative a 
membership we have, the better 

able we’ll be to really respond to 
the views and needs of the local 
community.   
 

For copies of the leaflet and full 
consultation document call the 
Foundation Trust office on 01932 
723850 or the Press Office on 
01932 722330 – or see 
www.ashfordstpeters.nhs.uk/
foundationtrust where you can 
also sign up online.  Remember, 
staff automatically become 
members unless they choose to 
opt out. 

Above: Trust Chairman Aileen McLeish, with 
Ronald Butler, one of our first members! 

Above: Lynn Parker at work on NICU 

Right: Lead Nurse 
Carole Webster &  
Sue Harris at the 
awards ceremony 
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60 Second interview 
Jenny Kirby— 

Hospital Play Service Coordinator 
Jenny works in the Oak and Ash Wards in St 

Peter’s with the children in the playroom, making 
sure that they enjoy themselves.   
 
How long have you been in your job?  
One year and I love it! 
 
What do you like the most about your job?  
Working and playing with the children in the 
hospital 
 
What three words would your colleagues use to 
describe you? 
1. Approachable  
2. Fair 
3. Easy going 
 
What’s the first 
thing you do when 
you get home? 
Have a cup of tea 
and feed my cats 
 
How would you 
spend your ideal 
day off? 
Going for a walk 
along a river and 
stopping off at a 
restaurant 
 
 

What’s your most 
annoying habit? 
I have senior moments which can be a tad annoying. 

The Minerva Centre at St. Peter’s and Ashford 

Hospitals offer IT Training and support to all mem-
bers of the Trust, in a relaxed and welcoming  
environment.   
 
This month the St. Peter’s Minerva Centre turns 
five, and to mark this anniversary, the IT Training 
team will be launching the NHS ELITE and NHS 
Health qualifications which are part of  
Connecting for Health’s Essential IT Skills  
Programme. Trainees can either attend courses at 
the Minerva Centre to prepare for these or work 
through a CD at their own pace but will be required 
to attend an initial registration session. 
 
As well as hospital-related courses (PAS, PACS,  
Inpatient Lists and SBS/Oracle), we provide a 
range of courses to suit all needs. Our timetable 
includes the popular Getting Started and  
Understanding Windows sessions, courses which 
give confidence to those users who find  
computers a bit daunting. We also run regular 
courses in Microsoft applications such as Word, 
PowerPoint, Excel and Outlook, and can provide 
advanced-level courses on request. 
 
If you would like to discuss your individual  
learning needs, book onto a course, or register for 
the NHS ELITE and NHS Health qualifications, 
you can either pop in on Drop-In Wednesday, or 
call the Minerva Centre on Ext 2938. 

Minerva Centre’s Fifth  
Anniversary! 

 

 

Picture of Minerva 

 Glaucoma Week— 
8th-14th June 

The stand for  

National Glaucoma 
Awareness Week, 
from the 8th-14th 
June was a project 
undertaken by Staff 
Nurse Dorothy 
Adjorlolo and HCA 
Wafa Ibrahim at 
Ashford Hospital, 
pictured here. 

Above: The Minerva Centre team 
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Maternity Reception is officially open 

The newly refurbished reception area for the 

maternity unit in Abbey Wing at St. Peter’s is now 
officially open! After five months of on-going work 
and an investment of £80,000, the area was 
opened by the new Chief Nurse Caroline Becher. 
Over 20 people gathered for the cutting of the 
ribbon, with one special guest, Isaac Simmonds, 
son of a maternity nurse here at the Trust. The 
renovated area has a brighter look and feel, with a 
more welcoming reception, extra storage for the 
medical records and a larger entrance with 
automatic doors so patients and visitors don’t 
have to struggle with the door. 
 

Said Eileen Nolan, Associate Director of Maternity 
Services: “We are delighted at the improvement 
this refurbishment will provide for both the families 
attending the department and for the staff, not just 
in terms of environment, but also privacy and 
dignity, and health and safety. I’d like to thank the 
families and the staff for their patience and 
tolerance whilst the work was  
taking place.  

This refurbishment is just the most recent in an 
ongoing work programme for maternity which 
began a year ago with the new 24 hour midwifery 
triage and the new en-suite birthing room.” 
 
Said Caroline: “I feel privileged to be opening the 
new maternity reception area, especially so early 
on in my role as Chief Nurse.” 

Magpie Ward Opens at  
St Peter’s Hospital 

On Monday 8th June the new Magpie Ward  

received its first patients at St Peter’s.  Previously 
referred to as the old CAT Ward, it has been  
completely refurbished and is allocated, temporar-
ily, as a general medical ward until it transfers to a 
new 23-hour, 5 day surgical ward in about 3 
months time. 

The charge 
nurse is  
Duncan Harris 
and it comes 
under the  
operational  
control of 
Matron Sarah 

Junior Doctor’s Sports Day 
Raises £550 

After two weeks of warm weather, the morning of 

Saturday 13th June dawned with grey skies and 
constant drizzle, but never let it be said that our 
junior doctors and staff are not made of sterling 
resolution.  The sportsmen and women of the 
Trust carried on regardless:  the Tai Chi class 
attracting about 20 – 30 people, the football 
tournament commenced with the Junior Doctors vs 
the Consultants 
and the netball 
match tipped off 
with the Junior 
Doctors vs the 
NICU Netties.   
 
Money raised will 
be donated to 
the stroke unit. 

Staff Tai Chi Classes will start on the 1st (St Peter’s) and 
2nd (Ashford) September, for 10 weeks.  There will be 2 
sessions at 12 & 1pm at a cost of £2 per person.  Call 
Jane White on ext 3669 for more information. 

Above: Sarah Legg with son Isaac, Caroline Becher & Eileen Nolan 

This is an important part of our overall ward refur-
bishment programme to improve the environment 
for our patients and we have now started work on 
Wordsworth Ward at Ashford Hospital. 

Right: Staff Nurse 
Maria Matuskiewicz 
with Duncan Harris ASPH staff learning the art of Tai Chi 
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Submit your story! 
 

If you have a story for Aspire, or you would like 
a ‘departmental exclusive’, please contact   

Giselle.rothwell@asph.nhs.uk  or call the Press  
Office on 01932 722 163. 

National Volunteer Week 
Celebrating volunteers throughout the year 

The valuable work of volunteers at Ashford and St 

Peter’s Hospitals is being celebrated, recognising 
those that generously give their time. The range of 
activities carried out by these volunteers and the 
contributions that they make to the patients, 
visitors and staff are much appreciated by all. 
 
Said the Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals  
Volunteer’s Manager Karen Marsden:  
“The volunteers are the icing on the cake for the 
staff here at the hospital. They support the  
professionals and are a valuable part of the team. 
We’re having a ‘thank you’ dinner to express our 
gratitude to our volunteers and give us a chance to 
show our appreciation.” 
 
“We have more than 500 volunteers working in our 
hospitals, and we cannot thank them enough for 
all that they do.  Our volunteers have a huge 
variety of skills and talents that are put to good use 
every single day of the year – and some evenings 
too!  Some work behind the scenes in offices and 
others enjoy the patient contact with ward work or 
reception duties – the scope for them is 
enormous.  There are very few aspects of hospital 
life that do not benefit from the support of a 

Stop Smoking Service  
Competition Winner 

 

volunteer.  The WRVS, the Red Cross, Hospital 
Radio Wey and the two Leagues of Friends at 
Ashford and St. Peter’s are the backbone of our 
volunteering 
service and 
at this 
special time 
of year we 
like to thank 
them all 
publicly for 
their 
unstinting 
support.” 

Sarah Davies, Tobacco Control Specialist, 
presents Jonathon Webster from Radio Wey 
with his prize for winning the quiz held at St 
Peter’s Hospital during National No Smoking 
Week earlier this year. 

Update on Stop  
Smoking Service  

Following the introduction of the new Commis-
sioning for Quality and Innovation Contract 

(CQUIN), NHS Surrey Stop Smoking advisors, 
Sarah Davies and Fiona Cole ceased offering 

stop smoking support on the wards of both Ash-
ford & St Peter’s Hospitals from 1st May. 

 
Under the new system ward staff will screen pa-

tients who are smokers on admission for Nicotine 
Replacement Therapy (NRT).  While ward staff 

will not offer stop smoking support, they will 
screen for and administer NRT and also refer the 
patient into the Surrey Stop Smoking Service for 

stop smoking support when the patient is dis-
charged.  Wards should already have received 

Guidelines for Prescribing NRT and an automatic 
system for referring smokers to the NHS Surrey 
Stop Smoking Service is due to be introduced 

shortly.  ‘Brief Intervention’ Training will also be 
available to all staff. 

 
The Trust would like to thank Sarah and Fiona for 
all they have done to support the smokers on our 

wards and wish them well in the future. 

Karen Marsden with secretary Janet Stanford 


