
I n the recent Sentinel Stroke Audit for the Royal 
College of Physicians, Ashford and St. Peter’s has 

been rated amongst the top 25% of trusts in the 
country for stroke care.  The audit takes place every 
two years and this year’s results, although not directly 
comparable, do show good improvements for Ashford 
and St. Peter’s.  They also reflect the improved patient 
care we are able to offer since opening our acute 
stroke unit at St Peter’s. 

A s well as raising valuable 
funds for Red Nose Day, 

patients and visitors seemed 
to enjoy the show last Friday, 
as we pedalled and sang for 
Comic Relief!  “I feel totally 
uplifted” one visitor told us 
after listening to our Medical 
Secretaries Choir!   
 

Once  the money raised has 
been counted we’ll let you 
know the Grand Total.  Our 
thanks to all who took part. 
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Let’s get recycling! 
L ast Friday saw the launch of 

a brand new recycling 
initiative across both hospital 
sites so patients, staff and 
visitors will be able to recycle on 
the move. 
 

Trust Chairman Aileen McLeish 
is fully behind the project:  “I am 
absolutely delighted to be 
launching this recycling 
initiative.  A subject very close 
to my own heart, I am a firm 
believer that large public 
organisations such as ourselves 
should be leading the way with 
initiatives such as this.” 
 

Part of a collaboration between 
ourselves, Surrey County 
Council and Coca-cola 
Enterprises, the project is 
introducing over 100 recycle ‘zones’ across the two 
hospital sites - so look out for the new orange bins and 
get recycling!. 
 

Aileen continues:  “On behalf of the Trust, I’d like to 
thank both Coca-Cola enterprises and Surrey County 
Council for their generous financial support, which 
means we’ve been able to introduce this on such a 
large scale.” 
 

As well as being an important green initiative, we’ll 
also be saving money.  Hotel Services Manager 
William Britton explains:  “As part of a larger waste 

Our stroke services in top  
25% nationally 

plan the zones will help us reduce our spend on 
misplaced clinical waste by 40% within the first year - 
that’s around £5000 per month!  We’ll also be reducing 
the amount of waste sent to landfill, and we hope 
everyone will make full use of these facilities.”  
 

Also giving their support to Friday’s launch were MP 
for Runnymede, Philip Hammond, and Deputy Mayor 
of Runnymede, Cllr Paul Tuley. 

From left to right:  Marion Myland, Surrey County Council, Simon Hawkins, Coca-cola Enterprises, 
Aileen McLeish, William Britton, Philip Hammond MP, Deputy Mayor of Runnymede Cllr Paul Tuley . 

Putting our best foot forward  
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Portering staff achieve NVQ success 

O ur congratulations to eight members of the 
portering team who have recently achieved their 

NVQ Level 2 in portering and support services.  To do 
this, whilst still maintaining a high level of service to 
both our hospitals is quite an achievement and takes a 
great deal of hard work and perseverance. 
 

The Portering Department works efficiently in the 
background, making sure that patients, specimens and 
notes are transported safely and effectively to their 
destinations.   
 

However, what many people don’t realise is that our 
portering staff also remove all the clinical, domestic and 
general waste throughout the two hospitals, deliver 
clean linen and take away the dirty, collect and deliver 
the daily post, move offices and furniture and are also 
fully trained in the transportation of blood products, 
infection control and basic life support.  They also 
maintain a security presence to ensure the safety of 
services users and hospital property. 

Friends of St Peter’s hold 500th meeting! 

Following their success, from left to right:  Paul Bruce, Bernard 
Gilbert, Mike Davis, Niccolo Morales, Ibarra Nessia, John Turner 
(sitting).  Also successful but not pictured were Noel Libao, Remier 
Roque and Julie Santiago.   

Pictured at the celebration are (left to right) past Friend’s Chairman 
Mrs Nancy Jackson, Trust Chairman Aileen McLeish, Chairman of 
the Friends, Jim McCall, past Friends Chairman Mrs Pat Kerr, past 
Friends Chairman John Evernden, past vice-Chairman of the 
Friends Mrs Patsy Anders and Chief Executive Andrew Liles.  

O n 3rd March, the Friends of St Peter’s Hospital 
celebrated as they held their 500th monthly 

meeting.  Members past and present, along with a 
number of hospital staff, shared a delicious buffet in 
the Friend’s Café and heard from Chair Jim McCall 
about the many and varied fundraising 
achievements from the last 50 or so years.  As just 
an example, in the last few weeks alone, the 
hospital has been given 6 high tech laryngoscopes 
worth over £50,000 and two brand new ventilators 
for the ITU outreach team at a cost of £60,000.   
 

Chief Executive Andrew Liles added his thanks:  
“The Friends play an enormous role in helping us 
keep up with the latest technology and we continue 
to be hugely grateful for all their efforts.” 

Above:  Pictured with one of 
the special ITU ventilators 
purchased by the Friends are 
(from left to right) Ingrid 
Johnson, Critical Care 
Specialist Nurse, Consultant 
Anaesthetist Dr Barry Sellick, 
Graeme Gentry, Staff Nurse 
in Critical Care and Jim 
McCall. 
 

Left:  Mrs Nancy Jackson 
doing the honours with the 
cake! 
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Vintage bus helps put us on the map for No Smoking Day! 

Magnetic ‘eyes’ and ‘ears’ 

T o improve the recognition of patients who have 
hearing or visual impairment and meet their needs 

more effectively, Ashford League of Friends and St 
Peter’s League of Friends have both kindly funded 
supplies of magnetic ‘ears’ and ‘eyes’ signs to clinical 
areas.  These are placed on the patient’s headboards 
to help ensure that all staff approaching the patient are 
aware their needs. 
 

Pictured, from left to right:  Healthcare Assistant Emma Jenkins, 
Treasurer for St Peter’s League of Friends Alan Gibbs, Lead Nurse 
Practice Development, Carole Webster, Chairman for Ashford 
League of Friends John Belstead and Elaine Holmes. 

Welcoming our new  
Non-Executive Director, Sue Ells 

L ast month we 
welcomed our new 

Non-Executive Director, 
Sue Ells who joined the 
Board on 11th February.   
 

Currently working for BT, 
Sue also has considerable 
experience as a 
management consultant 
working with local 
authorities and also 
previously as an 
employee of Birmingham 
City Council.   
 

Chairman Aileen McLeish commented:  “Sue brings 
with her a wealth of experience working in both the 
public and private sectors, with particular skills in 
transformational change.  An extremely strong 
candidate, Sue impressed us all with her passion for 
the public sector and her interest in raising standards of 
patient care and improving value for money, and I have 
asked her to focus on patient experience within the 
Trust.” 

S urrey PCT’s Stop Smoking Team joined us to 
promote National No Smoking Day with a 1930’s 

vintage routemaster bus, which was suitably ‘decked’ 
out for the occasion.  We held what might be the first 
ever press conference aboard a double decker bus - 
certainly a first for us! - as we all worked collectively to 
promote the severe health risks that smoking brings. 

Promoting Bladder Cancer Awareness 
 

In what we believe to be the first ever ‘Bladder Cancer 
Awareness Day’ Consultant Urologists Mr Ravi 
Kulkarni and Mr Robin Cole took the opportunity to 
draw attention to the little-publicised fact that bladder 
cancer as a result of smoking can be a killer.  Both feel 
passionately that the public have never been made 
fully aware of the direct connection between bladder 
cancer and smoking.   
 

Bladder Cancer Facts: 
• 40% of new patients with bladder cancer are smokers. 

• 4,800 people died of bladder 
cancer in the UK in 2006 

• Stop smoking and after 4 
years the risk reduces by 
40%. 

• Around 10,300 new cases 
are diagnosed yearly in the 
UK 

• It is the 6th most common 
cause of cancer 

• In 50% of men and 34.7% of 
women with bladder cancer it 
is due to smoking 

 

Right:  Consultant Respiratory 
Physician Dr Paul Murray doing 
battle with the evil stick. 

From left to right:  Fi Cole, Stop Smoking Advisor, volunteer Barry 
Perrin, Consultant Urologists Mr Bill Dunsmuir, Mr Ravi Kulkarni, Mr 
Robin Cole and Mr Krishna Patil, and, in front, Stop Smoking Advi-
sors, Rhiannon Hardyman, Lisa Andrews and Sarah Davis. 
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Radio Wey - your local radio station! 

OVER 40 YEARS OF 
HOSPITAL RADIO . . .  
Hospital Radio Wey grows 
from strength to strength 
with an amazing 20 new 
volunteer presenters having 
joined Radio Wey following 
their 87.9FM broadcast 

across the local area. Encouraged by this support 
Hospital Radio Wey is broadcasting 24 hours a day  . . 
. around the wards & around the world. One of the new 
presenters, Marcus DuBois recalls his experience with 
the St Peter’s based radio station. 

  

Marcus says . . . ‘After four fun but exhausting years 
on the London club DJ circuit, in 2008 I had moved 
back to the area of Weybridge where I had spent most 
of my childhood growing up. On my way back from an 
outpatient's appointment at St Peter's Hospital in 
Chertsey, I walked past the studios of Radio Wey - I 
hadn't heard of them before despite all my time in 
Surrey. Emanating from speakers outside the doors 
was this great music.  

 

I contacted the charity to see how I could get involved 
and was warmly welcomed by Jon Andrews, one of 
the morning presenters on the station. He took his time 
to take me around the office, studios and awesome 
record library of Radio Wey.  

 

I was completely hooked by this stage, and a quick 
Google search once home revealed to me that over 40 
years of volunteers had served the people of Surrey 
on Radio Wey from it's early incarnation in 1965 to the 
community radio station of today. I saw the opportunity 
to give something back to the community that had 
helped me in 2008 whilst also hopefully entertaining 
others with my interest in news and of course, my love 
of music, born out of years of DJ'ing experience.  

 

After applying for a position online, I am proud to say 
I've spent some of the best months of my life at Radio 
Wey - everyone without exception has been friendly 
and full of good advice and broadcasting tips and 
tricks. I have been a regular on the "Wey Too Early" 
breakfast show which has been a real blast for me, as I 
love the mix of news, music, and great chat with the 
presenters. And last Saturday I went around the wards 
of St Peter's Hospital for the first time, meeting patients 
and taking requests, a thoroughly rewarding 
experience. And as for Jon Andrews who opened the 
door to me that day? You can often hear our voices 
together on the "Wey Too Early" show on a Tuesday 
morning! 

 

‘It's great to know that North-West Surrey has its own 
radio station, and one with such strong community 
links. I'm very glad I took the time to take a different 
walk that day.’ Marcus Dubois brings you a great 
selection of tracks to make your day! Quality music with 
quality chat every Monday from 12 -3pm on Radio 
Wey. Hospital Radio Wey’s Mandy Morrow will be 
keeping you up to date with what is happening at the 
station with a regular slot here, each edition. The 
website www.radiowey.co.uk was launched last 
January, and in the space of a year has received over 
260,000 unique visits. In October the station had a trial 
month on FM bandwidth 87.9, which was the first step 
towards the goal of achieving community status. 

  
   

Make a Request . . . 
Call 01932 874433 or 01932 872000 ext 2017 
Email: studio@radiowey.co.uk 

  

If you wish to get involved with Radio Wey, either as a 
presenter or simply collecting requests, call Keith on 
07850 261853 or visit www.radiowey.co.uk  

 

St Peter’s vascular unit is starting an aortic aneurysm 
screening programme.  This will involve going out to 
GP surgeries with a portable ultrasound machine two to 
three times a week.  We are looking for nurses who 
would be interested in this project.   
 

Our vascular laboratory will train you to perform the 
ultrasound.  You will be sent out in teams of 2 and will 
have full back up and support from our senior vascular 
ultrasonographers at the Julie Andrews Unit.  This 
would be a very valuable skill to acquire and would 
significantly enhance your CV.   
 

If interested please contact Mr Neil Browning’s 

Looking for special nurses to do  
vascular ultrasound 

Radio Wey stalwart’s Jim Coombe and Peter Harman pictured with 
colleagues in the early days 


