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Fielding Ward re-opens at  
Ashford Hospital 

E arlier this month, Fielding Ward at Ashford Hospital 
re-opened to patients as a specialist orthopaedic 

rehabilitation ward.   
 

The ward has been refurbished to the very highest 
standards, meeting the latest guidance on infection 
control and elimination of mixed sex accommodation. 
 

Fielding now has 22 beds, including 4 side rooms with 
ensuite facilities, which can be used to isolate patients 
in cases of cross-infection or other reasons.  In 
addition, the use of new disposable curtains, wipe-
down chairs and toilet and washing facilities on the 
bays all helps to improve infection control.  The ward is 
also able to accommodate bariatric patients with a 
shower-room suitable for patients who are over 18 
stone.   
 

Acting Director of Nursing and Governance, Ruth 
Lallmahomed, said:  “We are delighted to be re-
opening Fielding Ward, which will give patients a high 
quality environment when they are recovering from 
their surgery.  The refurbished facilities are very 
impressive and comply with the latest guidance for 
helping to prevent the spread of infection, particularly 
important for our more vulnerable patients.” 
 

“The increased bed numbers form part of our 
overall plans to improve our bed configuration 
across the Trust and will give us valuable 
additional capacity.  Staff have worked extremely 
hard to get the ward ready in record time – in just 
over two months – which is a great achievement.” 
 

Fielding Ward will be under the expert leadership 
of Charge Nurse Duncan Harris, who has come 
over from Holly Ward at St Peter’s, where he was 
Deputy Charge Nurse. 
 
 

Left to right:  
Housekeeping 
Supervisor Justino 
Ferrage, Janet 

Hook , Team Leader, 
and Acting 
Housekeeping 
Supervisor Jerzy 
Maselewski - part of 
the team who worked 
so hard to get Fielding 
Ward ready on time. 

Pictured in the new ward, from left to right:  Ally Lallmahomed, 
Head of Nursing for Acute Services, Duncan Harris, the new 
Charge Nurse for Fielding Ward and Sarah Hill, Matron for 
Wordsworth, Chaucer, Dickens and Fielding Wards. 

Snow cold …. 

See page 2.  Pictures taken by Dr David Robinson. 
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Extreme weather makes its mark 

L aura Carr, a midwifery student at St Peter’s, has won 
a student vision award from the Royal College of 

Midwives (RCM). She has been awarded a place to un-
dertake an Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics (ALSO) 
course, plus £250 and an official certificate from the 
RCM.  More than 200 people, including journalist and 
broadcaster Jenni Murray, attended the RCM’s seventh 
annual awards at the Royal Garden Hotel, Kensington, 
London, on 22nd January. 
 

In her application to the award, Laura argued about the 
importance of midwives receiving continuous profes-
sional development skills to manage normal childbirth 
and highlighted the importance of them gaining new 
ones by attending the ALSO course.  

Student midwife wins top award 

Laura Carr (second from left) celebrating winning her award with 
other student colleagues and broadcaster Jenni Murray (far left). 

The need to know drives 
research …. 

For patients who have had hip replacement surgery 
one of their big questions is: “When can I drive again?”   
 

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon Mr Arshad Khaleel 
and his team are carrying out a research programme 
to determine when patients are safe to be back behind 
the wheel.  They have designed and had built a sec-
tion of a “car” 
that patients 
can sit in, 
linked to a lap-
top which tests 
reaction time 
and how long it 
takes to per-
form an emer-
gency stop.    
 

The year long 
study needs to 
involve  a mini-
mum of 200 
patients for the 
research to be 
valid.   

Rowley Bristow Orthopaedic Unit 
manager Carol Hearn tests out the new 
‘car’ watched by members of the team! 

J ust when we thought winter was loosening 
it’s grip, the biggest snowfall for 19 years 

created havoc for staff and patients alike last 
week.  On Monday, we had to cancel many 
outpatient appointments and elective opera-
tions as both staff and patients struggled to 
get here in the extreme weather conditions.  
Schools throughout the area also closed, 
adding extra complications for those with chil-

dren to care for. 
 

A big ‘thank you’ to all those members of staff 
who were able to get in, and to those who 
stayed on after their shifts to help out. Thank 
you too, to all those who set out with the best 
of intentions, but who the weather finally de-
feated! 
 

Despite the chaos, we were all submerged in 
a picturesque winter wonderland for a short 
time, before the ice and slush made their ap-
pearance!   



 

Building starts on Stephanie Marks  
Diabetes Resource Centre 

A ll the hard work undertaken by the 
Stephanie Marks Diabetes Appeal over 

the past 5 years has now come to fruition, as 
building began recently on the new Diabetes 
Resource Centre at St Peter’s.  Once 
operational, the Resource Centre will act as a 
one-stop shop for patients, with outpatient and 
nurse-led clinics, structured patient 
education, insulin pump services and a 
space for support groups to meet.    
 

The Appeal was launched in June 2003 
following the tragic death of 17 year-old 
Stephanie Marks from diabetes 
complications. The Appeal has raised 
just over £1m, and our thanks go to all 
those involved, and in particular to the 
local community. 

 

Goodbye to Val 
 

As the Appeal comes to a close, fundraising manager 
Val Levy has said farewell to friends and colleagues at 
the Trust, before she takes up a new challenge at 
Epsom based charity ‘See Ability’.   
 

Deputy Chief Executive, Dr Mike Baxter, who has been 
a driving force behind the appeal, thanked Val for all 
her hard work over the past 5 years:   “We wish you all 
the best of luck in the future - you have made this 
appeal your personal quest and your hard work and 
drive has made a great contribution to its success.” 

Best of Health Awards 

D o you know a potential ‘Best of Health’ star?  All 
health and social care staff from across Kent Sur-

rey and Sussex are being encouraged to apply or 
nominate colleagues for the 2009 Best of Health 
Awards. 
 

These annual awards, run by the SHA, celebrate 
the dedication and achievements of staff in a wide 
range of categories, with an awards ceremony in May.   

Most of the winners will also be entered for the national 
Health and Social Care Awards in July.  
 

We would like to see several entries from Ashford and 
St. Peter’s - if you can think of someone you would like 
to nominate speak to your manager or contact Giselle 
Rothwell in the Press Office on ext. 3740.  For more 
information, see www.southeastcoast.nhs.uk/
bestofhealth.  

 

The ‘team’ celebrate the beginning of the 
building work 

Retiring after 40 years .. 
Orthopaedic nurse, Sheila Forno, retired recently from 
the Rowley Bristow Unit after 40 years in nursing!  We 
wish Sheila all the very best in her retirement.   

 
Pictured below, from left to right: Sister Elaine Davis, Matron Mary 
Wardle retiring Sister Sheila Forno and Lead Orthopaedic 
Outpatient Sister Ann Fletcher. 
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Welcome Lorraine 
We are delighted to welcome 
Lorraine Sime as the Trust’s 
new Cancer Manager.  
Lorraine joined us in Decem-
ber and has hit the ground 
running, providing the cancer 
teams with valuable support, 
and helping them to develop 
their services even further. 
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Dates for your Diary 
‘All staff’ briefings with the Chief Executive 
 

We are setting up a series of ‘all staff’ briefings starting 
later this month, with the aim of having as many mem-
bers of staff as possible able to meet Andrew Liles and 
other members of the executive team to hear directly 
from them, with the opportunity for wider discussion.   

S ue Webb, Director of Clinical and Workforce 
Development from the SHA, visited St Peter’s 

recently to meet nursing staff and be shown 
around a number of wards and departments.   
 
At the end of her visit Sue expressed how im-
pressed she was with the people she’d met and 
the developments and innovations being demon-
strated.  Over an informal lunch in the Boardroom, 
nursing staff put together a series of informative 
displays about the work they are doing, which was 
very much appreciated. 

Nursing teams make an impression! 

Date 
  

Time  Venue - AH or SPH  

  
Tues 17 Feb 

  

  
12.30-1.30pm 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, Edu-

cation  Centre 
  

Weds 11 Ma 
  

  
2.30-3.30pm 

SPH 
Lecture Theatre, 

Postgraduate Centre 
  

Tues 14 April 
  

  
4-5pm 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, Edu-

cation Centre 
  

Tues 12 May 
  

  
4-5pm 

SPH 
Lecture Theatre, 

Postgraduate Centre 
  

Fri 19 June 
  

  
8.30-9.30am 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre 

  
Fri 17 July 

  

  
8.30-9.30am 

SPH 
Lecture Theatre, 

Postgraduate Centre 
  

Thurs 13 Aug 
  

  
12-1pm 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre 

  
Weds 16 Sep 

  

  
12-1pm 

SPH 
Lecture Theatre, 

Postgraduate Centre 
  

Thurs 8 Oct 
  

  
8.30-9.30am 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre 

  
Fri 13 Nov 

  

  
8.30-9.30am 

SPH 
Lecture Theatre, 

Postgraduate Centre 
  

Thurs 10 Dec 
  

  
4-5pm 

AH 
Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre 

Team Briefings 
 

Team Briefings are now being held monthly – see 
dates below – and have been set up to provide manag-
ers with timely information and regular updates from 
the Executive Team and Trust Board, which can then 
be cascaded to individual teams.  Each month the 
presentation will be uploaded onto TrustNet so manag-
ers can easily deliver the messages to their own 
teams.   
 

It’s important that communication is two-way, and each 
Team Briefing session will include time for discussion 
and questions.  It is also hoped that managers will 
bring their own topics to share with others – if there are 
presentations or briefings you would like to give please 
contact Giselle.rothwell@asph.nhs.uk so they can be 
timetabled in. 
 

 

Date Venue –  all SPH  Time 

Tues 3 Feb  Board Room 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 6 March Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 27 March Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 1 May Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 29 May Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 26 June Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 31 July Lecture Theatre 12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 28 August Post Grad Lecture 
Theatre 

12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 25 Sept Post Grad Lecture 
Theatre 

12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 30 Oct Post Grad Lecture 
Theatre 

12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 27 Nov Post Grad Lecture 
Theatre 

12.30 – 1.30 pm 

Fri 18 Dec Post Grad Lecture 
Theatre 

12.30 – 1.30 pm 


