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Welcome, Andrew Liles - 
 our new Chief Executive 

 We welcome our new Chief Executive, Andrew Liles, who took up his appointment     
 on Monday 5th January. 
 At the end of his first week, Andrew commented: “I’m delighted to join Ashford      
 and St. Peter’s, where I have received an excellent welcome from you all across   
 both hospital sites. What has really struck me so far is the commitment and hard   
 work of staff, particularly during these difficult winter months when the pressure is   
 really on. What really inspires me is our vision for the future – to continually improve 
 our services, putting patients and staff at the heart of this improvement and  
 developing our role as a major provider of acute and specialist services. I’m looking    
 forward to working in partnership with you and our local community, particularly   
 as we move towards our Foundation Trust application, to make that into a reality.” 
 
 Andrew joins Ashford and St. Peter’s from the Royal West Sussex NHS Trust   
 which runs St. Richard’s Hospital in Chichester where he had been Chief  
 Executive since March 2006. Prior to that, he was Director of Strategy at Epsom    
 and St. Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust and acting Chief Executive at         
 Southampton University Hospitals.     

Building works start on the  
Stephanie Marks Diabetes Resource Centre 

Thanks to overwhelming support from staff and pa-
tients in the Trust, the wider community and our dedi-
cated and committed supporters, the Stephanie Marks 
Appeal has succeeded in reaching its financial target of 
over £1 million. This means it now has sufficient funds 
to create the new two storey, specialist Diabetes Re-
source Centre here in the grounds of St. Peter’s Hospi-
tal. The Croft has been vacated and the construction 
work starts on Monday, 19th January with the Centre 
scheduled to be completed in November 2009. The 
Centre will be at the heart of the diabetes service offer-
ing outpatient and nurse led clinics, structured patient 
education, insulin pump service and a space for sup-
port groups to meet.    
Stephanie Jane Marks was born at St Peter’s Hospital 
in 1984 and died in June 2002 aged 17 years. Stepha-
nie had Type 1 diabetes for six years. To Stephanie, 
diabetes was merely a stumbling block that she would 
easily overcome in pursuit of her dream of becoming a 
doctor. The Stephanie Marks Resource Centre will be 
a lasting tribute to her memory.  

Val Levy, Fundraising Manager says, “I am very proud to 
see this dream turn into reality. I feel privileged working 
alongside so many people who have devoted their time 
and energy so generously to raise money for the Appeal. 
I would like to thank our Patron, Sir Ian Botham and all 
our supporters as we couldn’t have done it without you”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The official part of the fundraising for the Appeal will 
cease at the end of January 2009 and the Fundraising 
Office will close but donations towards patient education 
and materials are welcome.  

The contemporary design for the Centre 
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Changes to our Executive Team 

Following a restructure of the Executive Team in prepa-
ration for our Foundation Trust application, the post of 
Director of Information and Planning will no longer be 
part of the structure.  The Information Management and 
Technology elements of this role will be managed by 
the Director of Finance and Information.  
 
As a result of these changes Ian Mackenzie is now 
leaving the Trust due to redundancy. Ian has over 25 
years NHS service most recently as a Director of the 
Trust, and has worked here since 1983.   
 
We would like to thank Ian for the many years service 
he has given Ashford and St. Peter’s and wish him well 
for the future. 
 
  

 Michaela Morris, Director of Nursing and Operations has 
commenced a secondment to Epsom and St Helier Hos-
pitals NHS Trust as Director of Operations, Planned 
Care and started there on 5th January.  
 
Michaela joined this Trust as General Manager in 
Women’s Services in February 2002 and has subse-
quently held Director roles since 2005, most recently as 
Director of Nursing and Operations. The contribution 
Michaela has made to the Trust is widely recognised and 
we wish Michaela every success in her new venture. 
 
Recruitment is now underway to the post of Chief Oper-
ating Officer and recruitment to other roles in the Execu-
tive structure will begin shortly. 
 
  

More beds open to ease 
pressure on A&E 

Accident and Emergency departments across the whole 
of Surrey, as in most of the UK, are presently experienc-
ing unprecedented demands on their services. Like all of 
our neighbouring Trusts, we have had to open extra bed 
capacity in recent weeks to cope with this increased de-
mand for medical beds and this escalation of capacity 
has meant increased pressure on staff and staffing lev-
els.    
Jean Haire, Business Centre Manager for Emergency 
Services said: “Although we have been short staffed the 
care provided to patients and their relatives by our teams 
and the ambulance service has been exceptional. They 
have supported each other, and continue to do so.”  
 
To free-up spaces for new patients on the wards an ex-
tra 20 beds have been opened in the former medical as-
sessment unit at St. Peter’s for those patients awaiting 
discharge, and at Ashford Hospital 11 extra beds were 
opened on Monday 5th January in the day surgery unit.   
A further 16 beds look set to be opened this month on 
Fielding Ward at Ashford for patients who have pro-
gressed following surgery and now need specialist reha-
bilitation before being discharged. This will free-up bed 
space on the other orthopaedic wards.   
 

Babies boom over  Christmas and New Year! 

Christmas at St Peter’s was busy with nine baby girls 
and four baby boys deciding Christmas Day was the day 
for them! The first baby, a girl, was born at 01.19 hrs to 
Susie Curtis of Weybridge.  
 
The first New Year baby to be born at St. Peter’s Hospital 
arrived at exactly one minute after midnight on 1st Janu-
ary, 2009! A baby girl was born to Shradha Shilpa of Sun-
bury, weighing 4lbs 7oz. There were 11 babies born alto-
gether on 1st January – seven girls and four boys and the 
last was born at 21.08hrs, a daughter for Kirsty Wheatley 
of Stanwell weighing 8lbs 13oz.  

A very impressive 
box of chocolates 
was the reward for 
achieving a very 
impressive and 
speedy response to 
her pager for Dr 
Luma Ali in the 
twice-yearly 
Bleeper’s Cup com-
petition.   

 
 

Dr Ali was in Medical Assessment Unit when she re-
sponded in two seconds flat to a page from Consult-
ant Microbiologist Dr Clive Grundy.  Dr Grundy has 
been running the competition for more than 15 years, 
and so far the fastest response time has been 1.5 
seconds. Dr Grundy said: “I always allow one second 
for reaction time, and then start counting.  Two sec-
onds is very good indeed.”   
 
Dr Ali, who is currently with the breast surgery team, 
will be at the Trust until the end of July.  

The Bleepers Cup 
The two second champion 

Dr Grundy presenting chocolates 
to Dr Ali 

Out thanks go out to all staff who worked so hard over 
the busy festive period. 

Kirsty with her  
daughter 


