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“We wish you a merry Christmas!” 

The Medical Secretarial team wanted to show their thanks for being given a ‘Back Office Team of the year’ Award at the recent 
Annual Staff Appreciation Awards. As Marion Gray, Neurology Secretary said: “We received an Appreciation Award for which 
we were absolutely thrilled. We would particularly like to show our own appreciation by singing carols in the reception area”. 
They sang a host of Christmas classics including Rocking Around the Christmas Tree, White Christmas and Silent Night over 
two separate lunchtimes. All monies raised will go towards the Friends of St. Peter’s Hospital. Thank you to all for donating so 
generously. 

A big thank-you …. 
Accident and Emergency departments across the whole of Sur-
rey (and indeed most of the UK) are presently experiencing un-
precedented demands on their services.   
 
Ashford and St. Peter’s like all of its neighbouring Trusts have 
had to open extra capacity in recent weeks to cope with this 
increased demand for medical beds. This escalation of capacity 
has meant increased pressure on staff and staffing levels 
throughout the hospital. Jez Tozer, Interim Director of Delivery 
said: “I would like to thank all Ashford and St. Peter’s staff for 
their continued hard work during this busy period and want eve-
ryone to know that their superb efforts are greatly appreciated.” 

Midwives are multiplying! 
With more than 4,000 babies delivered in 12 months it’s 
hardly surprising ASPH need an increasing number of mid-
wives. A recent recruitment drive has encouraged former 
midwives to return to their profession. 
Eileen Nolan, Associate Director Maternity Services said: 
“Since the beginning of September we have had 17 new 
midwives, 10 maternity assistants and a nursery nurse join-
ing the staff in the maternity unit at ASPH. I am delighted to 
welcome all new staff, who will soon  be joined by a further 
two midwives and another maternity assistant this month. 
This is the biggest increase in maternity staff in memory and 
demonstrates the commitment to improving maternity care 
for women in the area.” 
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Welcoming our new  
Head of Communications  

Giselle Rothwell 
to ASPH 

 
At a recent Committee meeting, the Friends of St. Peter’s Hos-
pital agreed most generously to purchase some vital equipment 
for us including: 

• Ultrasound equipment for NICU  

• x2 Lucas Chest Compression units for the Resuscitation 
Unit. The League of Friends kindly purchased one of 
these before for A&E which has been of life-saving ser-
vice to many patients 

• x6 Naso-Laryngoscopes 

• x1 Bariatric Operating Table 

• x6 Advanced Life Support manikins. 

 

• Russell and Sharon Peirson-Hagger of Addlestone 
(pictured above) whose daughter Mia was born with com-
plications at St. Peter’s Hospital on 23 November 2007 
made a £20,000 donation to be split equally between   
Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) and St. Peter’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). (Mia was treated at 
GOSH before being returned to St. Peter’s at six days 
old). Mia was finally well enough to go home on 19 De-
cember, 2007, aged four weeks. The family immediately 
set up the Mia Grace Fund aiming to raise as much as 
possible for both hospitals in 12 months, intending to 
make Mia’s “Birthday Gift” to those hospitals on her first 
birthday. They recently presented £10,000 to the Early 
Births Fund. 

 
• Four new transportable suction machines have been do-

nated to NICU by the family of Amanda Marshall who was 
brought into the unit after she was taken ill while jogging. 
Sadly, Amanda never regained consciousness. 

 
• The mothers of Farnham Rugby Club’s last season’s 

highly successful Mini/Junior section U13 squad have 
donated £1,000 to NICU because a family in their squad 
sadly lost their baby brother in the Summer of 2007. The 
baby, Finlay, had been born at 25 weeks into a 40 week 
pregnancy. 

 

Thank-you very much 

Giselle Rothwell will be joining 
ASPH on 5th January as Head 
of Communications replacing 
Andy Hollebon in the substan-
tive position. Giselle is moving 
across from Surrey PCT where 
she is currently Associate Di-
rector of Communications.  
 
Giselle has over six years com-
munications experience in the 
NHS and lives in the local area.  
Giselle will report directly into 
Andrew Liles, our new Chief 
Executive, who also joins us on 
the same day. 

Just a reminder …… 
 

If you are not receiving the correct number of hard copy  
Aspire Bulletins in your department, or your office has moved 

or the named person has left, then please contact  
Sheila Ferguson on ext 2163 or  

email sheila.ferguson@asph.nhs.uk.  
 

Thank-you! 

Staff Briefings 
 
Paul Bentley, Interim Chief Executive and Dr Mike Baxter, 
Deputy Chief Executive, took two half hourly staff briefings 
on Wednesday 10th December at Ashford and St. Peter’s 
sites. 
 
Staff briefings are a new initiative to reinforce other internal 
communications mechanisms such as the daily Aspire e-
Bulletin, fortnightly Aspire Bulletins, the new monthly Foun-

dations newsletter and monthly Team Briefings for senior 
staff. 
 
The key priorities for the Trust which were discussed at the 
staff briefings are to: 

• Improve patient care 

• Improve staff views of working at the Trust 

• Deliver an improved annual Healthcheck rating 

• Become a Foundation Trust. 
 
A full timetable of internal briefings will be communicated 
through in the new year when Giselle joins us. Meanwhile, if 
you have any feedback on the content or format of staff brief-
ings then please contact Helen Durant on ext 3740 or email 
helen.durant@asph.nhs.uk. We would love to hear from you. 


