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HELP PREVENT MORE MRSA HOSPITAL CASES 
 
The number of cases of MRSA bacteraemias is continuing to rise.  We are up to 13 cases out of our annual target of 15 (April 
’08 to March ’09) - with five months still remaining. We must be even more vigilant and ensure preventative measures are al-
ways followed to improve patient care. 
 

Hand hygiene should be your main focus and alcohol gel is very effective against MRSA.  
 

Cleaning hands prevents patients acquiring MRSA, so please clean your hands:   
• Before touching a patient when approaching him or her 
• Immediately before any aspectic task 
• Immediately after an exposure risks to body fluids and after glove removal 
• After touching a patient and his or her immediate surroundings when leaving 
• After touching any object or furniture in the patients’ immediate surrounding, when leaving even with-

out touching the patient. 
 
For more information on how you can help prevent more MRSA hospital cases please contact Dr Angela Shaw on:              
angela.shaw@asph.nhs.uk / ext  3423.  Together, we can help prevent healthcare associated infections occurring in our      
hospitals. 
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New Vision changes venue for Ophthalmology patients  
As part of our Trust’s ongoing efforts to improve access to patient care, we are 
pleased to announce some positive changes to our Ophthalmology Services. 
 
In addition to our main Ophthalmology departments at ASPH, currently, most of our 
patients are seen at our outreach clinics at the West Middlesex Hospital. In full agree-
ment and support with the PCT the new venue for our West London Ophthalmology 
Services from now will be the Heart of Hounslow Centre for Health.  
 
The clinics at this venue will have facilities for Paediatrics as well as adults and eld-
erly care and the Consultants will be supported by a team of Orthoptists and special-
ist nurses to sustain the highest possible standards. The use of multi-purpose facili-
ties in modern clinical surroundings will provide the best possible care with better 
transport links to this location improving access for patients. We are currently achiev-
ing the national 18 week target for Ophthalmic services and we hope that these new 
provisions will support us with meeting the demands of this challenge still further. 
 
The service will be Consultant led by Mr Arun Gupta, Mr Myles Hagan, Mr Namir Kafil-Hussain and Mr Ulrich Meyer-Bothling. 
Unlike at the West Middlesex Hospital, the service provided at Heart of Hounslow will be a “One-stop-shop” with the first outpa-
tient appointment including a pre-operative assessment if appropriate. Patients needing surgery or further treatment will be 
seen at the hospital-based facilities at Ashford Hospital. 
 
ASPH will manage the clinics directly and as a result we expect to improve the service with more efficiency in the arranging of 
patient appointments and waiting times. As before, referrals need to be sent to the Hounslow Referral Management Centre 
and then referrals to these services will come via the Appointment Centre at Ashford Hospital where appointments will be 
made with the patient. Arrangements will be made for these services to be available on Choose and Book and further details 
will be sent out shortly. For more information please contact Barrie Jones, Service Manager for Specialist Surgery on:        
barrie.jones@asph.nhs.uk / ext 2834. 

Heart of Hounslow Centre for 
Health, Bath Road, Hounslow 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are delighted Victoria Griffiths (pictured above) has 
joined us at ASPH as Chief Pharmacist, following six years 
as Chief Pharmacist for Frimley Park Hospital. Victoria 
trained at The School of Pharmacy at London University 
where she obtained her degree. She then completed her 
pre-registration year in 1991 at The Freeman Hospital in 
Newcastle. Victoria says: “I enjoy the challenge of being 
Chief Pharmacist. No two days are the same and at this time 
medicines management is vitally important in any Trust. I 
really enjoy raising the profile of the pharmacy.” 
 
Victoria has been married to James for 17 years and has 
one son, Henry, age 12 who was born at ASPH and is a cho-
rister for Guildford Cathedral.  
 

Welcome to ASPH 
 Victoria 

 
The Pandemic Flu team put together an initial leaflet on Pan-
demic Flu that was distributed in your October pay slip. It’s im-
portant to note that each member of staff does have a responsi-
bility to familiarise themselves with any information that is rele-
vant to their place of work. To view a short film (issued by DoH), 
please view online on the Pandemic Flu pages on TrustNet 
http://trustnet/departments/flu/index.html. 

Thank you: 
Bupa staff, in Staines, raised over £2,000 for the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at St. Peter’s. Bupa Community 
Connections agreed to match this amount so the final amount 
donated was over £4,000.  In addition, the Ryan family visited 
NICU to say thank to staff who treated baby Michael back in 
May and to donate £1,300. Both donations will go towards 
either a new £14,000 incubator or an £8,000 breathing sup-
port machine.  
 
A Spelthorne group of women, most of whom are breast can-
cer survivors made a 2006 calendar which raised £8,000 for 
the breast unit.  The money bought the Microaire Machine that 
will help minimise disfigurement after surgery. 
 
Burhill Golf Club has raised more than £10,000, which will be 
put towards the continued development of our adolescent 
wing, which will soon cater for older children, aged 16-18. 

Pandemic Flu 
What you need to do 


