
Last week former 
England Captain Sir 
Ian Botham, HIT   
DIABETES FOR SIX 
as he launched the 
construction of the 
Stephanie Marks  
Diabetes Resource 

Centre at the entrance to St. Peter’s.  Legendary cricketer 
Botham, Patron of the Stephanie Marks Appeal, has ‘gone 
into bat’ for diabetes since the campaign was launched.  The 
Botham family has had first hand experience of diabetes as 
Ian’s daughter Becky has lived with the condition since the 
age of 9.  Speaking at the event Sir Ian said: “The new Cen-
tre will become vital as the number of people with the condi-
tion escalates at an alarming rate.” 
As part of the event Peter Curtis and Mick Hickman from the 
Trust’s Capital Projects team and Paul Murphy, architect for 
the new centre were ‘batted off’ by Sir Ian on their 250 mile 
three day Chertsey to Paris sponsored bike ride organised 
by Tony O’Brien, landlord of The Crown Hotel, Chertsey and 
some of his regular customers, The launch event was sup-
ported by Grundon Waste Management Limited and the 
Royal Bank of Scotland.  More pictures next week! 
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NEW ARTWORK SPARKS DISCUSSION 

Eagle eyed staff walking along the corridor near Main Thea-
tres at St. Peter’s and going down the escalators will have 
noticed new artwork.    The installation of art in hospitals has 
long been recognised as having benefits for patients, visitors 
and staff.  Bright and interesting pictures stimulate the mind 
and make the environment in which we all work or come to 
receive treatment a more interesting place.  And in our hos-
pitals we have plenty of empty wall space to display paint-
ings, photographs and other items of art! 

At Ashford and St. Peter’s a small committee of interested 
staff has been formed to take this forward.  Of course art 
work doesn’t come for free but in the big picture of how much 
we spend every week - around £4m - on running our two 
hospitals and providing healthcare - the £24 per week spent 
on the banners and £27 per week is comparatively small.   
The banners (above) are on loan to us from Paintings in 
Hospitals  (www.paintingsinhospitals.org.uk) for two years 
and the People’s Panorama (below) for one.  At the end of 
these periods we will exchange them for other items. 

Everybody has different views about art and to stimulate dis-
cussion about it is good.  We have plans to install more art 
around the two hospitals, hold exhibitions and bring in music 
and dance.   If you want to be part of the Trust’s Art in Hospi-
tals programme please contact: 

• Peter Wilkinson on ext 3922 
• Jane White on ext 3699 
• Peter Curtis on ext ext 2549 
• Rod Hughes on ext 3113 
• Clare Bennett on ext 2302 

The People’s Panorama 

Banners nr escalators 

‘BEEFY’ BOTHAM STARTS WORK ON 
THE STEPHANIE MARKS DIABETES  

RESOURCE CENTRE 

Peter Curtis, Mick Hickman, Sir Ian and 
Paul Murphy before the ride 
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Following the announcement at the end of 
March that we would not be merging with 
Frimley Park Hospital the Trust Board and 
Senior Management Team have looked at 
the strategic options for the organisation 
and have decided that we should apply to 
become a Foundation Trust in our own 
right.    Angela Flint (left) has joined the 
Trust from Heatherwood and Wexham Park 
to be our Foundation Trust Project Manager 
and we are being supported in the process 

by consultants from Ernst and Young who have worked on a 
number of other Foundation Trust applications.    The road to 
FT status is not an easy one but we hope to be licensed by the 
independent regulator, Monitor, by the end of 2009.   There is a 
lot of work to be done to ensure that our application is success-
ful and in the coming weeks ASPire will feature more informa-
tion about what FT status will mean for us. 

The Trust is obtaining a system which will manage electronic docu-
mentation.  Electronic Document Management (EDM) allows the 
capture of paper based documents and stores them electronically.  
The system allows scanned documents to be viewed under strict 
security procedures and has a detailed audit trail attached, there-
fore ensuring that documents are legally admissible in a court of 
law.  In addition the electronic document can be viewed by multiple 
people across multiple sites at the point of care 
The first phase of the project to implement this system will be fo-
cused on A&E and the Walk in Centre to look at the scanning of 
A&E CAS cards at the point of care when the patient is discharged / 
admitted to a ward.  Scanning will also be implemented within Pa-
thology in order to aid the storage of paper request forms for the 
department. 
It is envisaged that there will be a centralised scanning centre for 
the Trust and this will be operational within the Medical Records 
Department.  This will allow the Trust the ability over time to move 
towards the scanning of the complete historic patient record and 
have the ability to view this at the point of care throughout the Trust 
in line with security policies. 
There are many benefits to an electronic document management 
system, including the following: 
• Patient care improved due to availability of records by multiple 

clinicians 
• Risk of records being misplaced or misfiled reduced 
• Physical storage areas are made available as paper is removed 
For further information please contact Tracy Street on ext 3092. 

ON THE ROAD TO FT STATUS 

Mental Health Trust plans new hospitals 
for Surrey inc one at St. Peter’s 

Plans for a major investment in hospital services in Surrey, 
to provide 24-hour assessment and treatment for people with 
serious mental ill-health, learning disabilities and drug and 
alcohol problems in Surrey, have been put out for public con-
sultation by Surrey and Borders Partnership (SABP) NHS 
Foundation Trust.   The consultation document, Our Future, 
Your Say for Hospital Services, says the SABP is planning 
a major investment programme over the next five years, 
which will allow it to deliver the latest models of care based 
on national guidance.  SABP plans services at: 
• St Peter’s Hospital, Chertsey – The Trust owns a sub-

stantial amount of land on this site, which may allow some 
flexibility in the future. It is well located for people in north 
west Surrey and close to community facilities with good 
road links; 

• Farnham Road Hospital, Guildford – There are excellent 
public transport and road links to this site, which is in a 
central community location. It is large enough to allow a 
wide range of support services;  

• Redhill – Purchasing a new site will enable the Trust to 
provide modernised care on the ground floor. There will 
also be flexibility to allow for future changes and space for 
gardens. Redhill provides a good location for community 
links and is in a central location for people in the east of 
Surrey. This will also, as with St Peter’s and Farnham 
Road, ensure provision of services for both adults and 
older adults on the same site thereby ensuring the best 
deployment of staff and support services. 

Speaking about the proposals ASPH Chief Executive, Paul 
Bentley said: “We will be working closely with our colleagues 
in the mental health Trust to ensure that the best use is 
made of the facilities and land on the St. Peter’s site.  The 
current co-location of the acute hospital service which we run 
and the Abraham Cowley Unit run by Surrey and Borders on 
the St. Peter’s site works well and we are supportive of plans 
to enhance services on the site.” 
Services currently not located on the selected sites will be 
moved to one of the three chosen sites or into the commu-
nity. This will enable some of the non-selected sites to be 
sold to fund the development of the new hospitals, which the 
Trust anticipates will be open in the next three to five years. 
SABP Medical Director, Dr Malcolm Hawthorne, said: “We 
are committed to providing person-centred care that allows 
people to receive the therapies and treatment they need for 
recovery. Our hospitals will be respectful places offering pri-
vacy and dignity in pleasant surroundings with direct access 
to outside spaces. The emphasis will be on recovery so we 
are planning a wide range of therapies for each site.”  
You can find out more at: www.sabp.nhs.uk/ 

Are you ready? 
Volunteers were recently briefed on 
their role in a major incident in an-
ticipation of the forthcoming exer-
cise.   For the NHS a Major Inci-
dent is defined as any occurrence 
that presents serious threat to the 
health of the community, disruption 
to the service or causes (or is likely 
to cause) such numbers or  types 
of casualties as to require special 
arrangements to be implemented by hospitals, ambulance trusts 
or primary care organisations.   This autumn at Ashford and 
St. Peter’s we will be running a full scale test of our emer-
gency plan.   This is more than the six monthly Commex 
exercise! - you will need to attend the site and take action 
to deal with casualties.  So ‘dust off’ those Incident plans, 
make sure all your emergency equipment is ready and pre-
pare your self for something that only happens once every 
three years!  There will be no warning, it’ll just happen. 

Jacky Bush briefs 
volunteers on their 
role in an incident. 

Angela Flint 

Electrifying our patient records 


