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Issue  No.  206 

Opening of the Multi-Faith Centre  
Celebration of 60 years of the NHS and the formal  

opening of the St. Peter's Hospital Multi-Faith Centre 
 

Tuesday 1st July 2008 at 3.30pm for 4pm 
Our celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the NHS start next 
week with the opening of the Multi-Faith Centre on the St. 
Peter’s site (work is due to begin very shortly to provide com-
parable facilities at Ashford Hospital - watch this space!) 

A warm welcome is extended to ALL staff, patients, visitors, 
volunteers and friends to attend the formal opening of the St. 
Peter's Hospital Multi-Faith Centre on Tuesday 1st July, 
2008 at 3.30pm for 4pm. 

Soft drinks will be served from 3.30pm in the Education Cen-
tre and there will be a Celebration, led by our local faith lead-
ers, in the Lecture Theatre at 4pm. 

The Multi-Faith Centre is off the main Level 2 link corridor, 
next to the rear entrance of Accident Centre. The formal 
opening will take place in the Centre at 4.45pm when there 
will also be an opportunity to see our newly refurbished facili-
ties. Light Refreshments will be served afterwards in Café 
Friends. 

The Centre now includes a Multi-faith Prayer Room, a 
Chapel and a Quiet Room. There is also an Ablutions Room 
for those who wish to observe ritual washing before prayer.  
Beside the Centre we still have a beautiful Garden which is 
the gift of the League of Friends of St. Peter's Hospital and, 
like the Centre, is for the shared use of all. 

Please join us in celebrating the opening of our Multi-Faith 
Centre which extends a daily welcome to patients, staff, visi-
tors, volunteers and friends of all faiths and of none. 

Further details from and please RSVP to:  
• The Pastoral and Spiritual Care Team, Ext. 3324 
• The Communications Team, Ext. 2163 

FASTER CARE FOR PATIENTS 
 

New patient appointment booklets and leafets explain more 

Other Events to mark our 
Diamond Anniversary 

• 2nd July: two members of staff and a volunteer will repre-
sent the Trust at national service at Westminster Abbey 

• 4th July: Live broadcast of BBC Radio 4s ‘Any Questions’ 
from the Abraham Cowley Unit on the St. Peter’s campus. 

• 6th July morning: service of celebration in the hospital 
chapel and broadcast on Hospital Radio Wey (free on 
Hospicom and at www.radiowey.co.uk) 

• 6th July lunchtime: twins and multiple births picnic on 
lawn outside Abbey Wing. 

• 6th July afternoon: Hashim Welfare Hospital AGM at 
3.00p.m. in Education Centre at St. Peter’s. 

Watch TrustNet & Noticeboards for further Information 

Data recently released by the Department of Health confirms 
that patients attending Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals are 
now treated more quickly.    Under the ‘18 weeks’ initiative 
the aim is for patients to be diagnosed and start their treat-
ment within 18 weeks of the Trust receiving a referral.  At the 
end of March 2008 Ashford and St. Peter’s achieved and 
surpassed the milestones set by the Department of Health 
as follows: 

Trust Chief Executive Paul Bentley comments: “Making sure 
our patients are seen within 18 weeks is a major national 
commitment.    This has meant major reductions in the 
length of time our patients wait to be treated. I am proud that 
this Trust has exceeded the March national milestones for 
both admitted and non-admitted patients.  We will continue 
to improve on these and are aiming to deliver the national 
targets by the end of September – three months earlier than 
required for the national target.” 
The national target for December 2008 is that 95 per cent of 
non-admitted patients and 90 per cent of admitted patients 
will start treatment within 18 weeks of referral.   Mr Bentley 
continued: “To achieve these results many of our staff across 
the whole organisation, particularly our Appointments Centre 
and the Patient Pathway Team - have worked in different 
ways to make sure that patients are diagnosed and treated 
as quickly as possible.” 
Health Minister Dawn Primarolo 
said: "This is wonderful news for 
the 400,000 people served by 
Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals 
who live in Elmbridge, Hounslow, 
Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey 
Heath, Woking and further 
afield.  Ten years ago it was not 
uncommon to wait 18 months or 
more for treatment.  To meet this 
milestone is a fantastic achieve-
ment by local NHS staff and local 
and regional management." 
From May 2008 onwards the Trust has been rolling out new 
appointment booklets for patients.   These enable patients to 
keep a record of their appointments and suggest ways in 
which patients can help the hospitals. 

Type of patient National 
Milestone 

ASPH 
achievement 

National 
achievement 

Admitted  85% 87.33% 87.1% 

Non-admitted  90% 94.46% 93.4% 
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BREAST PATIENTS BENEFIT FROM REFURBISHMENT AT ST. PETER’S HOSPITAL 

When bad news has to be broken the environment has to be right.   
That was the view of TACT (Tackling All Cancers Together), part of the 
Surrey, West Sussex and Hampshire (SWSH) Cancer Network, when it 
was brought to their attention that breast care patients and their carers 
would benefit from a refurbishment of the room at St. Peter’s Hospital 
where breast care patients are taken for the fitting of a breast prosthe-
sis or counselling or the breaking of bad news. 

The room was formally unveiled on Wednesday 14th May with Diana 
Moran, a famous personality known as ‘the green goddess’ and a 
breast  cancer patient,  as one of the honoured guests.   The £5,000 
refurbishment of the room has involved putting in sliding doors to con-
ceal the extensive storage area for prosthesis and patient information, 
new floor, new furniture, adjustable lighting and redecoration through-
out. 

With the approval of the CEO of Ashford & St Peter’s Hospitals NHS 
Trust, TACT submitted a business plan to the Friends of St Peter’s 
Hospital for funding the refurbishment of the room, which was success-
ful. In the last year the Friends of St. Peter’s Hospital have provided 
over £50,000 for projects to benefit patients, staff and visitors at St. 
Peter’s.  Chairman of the Friends, Jim McCall, comments: “Whilst at 
£3,000 the amount of money we have contributed might seem relatively 
small we were really pleased to be involved with this project.  Helping 

patients is one of the key reasons the Friends of St. Peter’s exist and this will clearly have many benefits for patients.” 

Anne Chieruzzi, ex breast cancer patient and Chair of the project group, said: “At TACT we know that the right environment can help those 
who have been diagnosed with breast cancer to come to terms with the news.   We have listened to the views of patients during the quiet 
room project and taken on board their recommendations.”  TACT is part of the SWSH Network Cancer Service Partnership Group and on its 
behalf liaises with the healthcare professionals at St Peters Hospital in Chertsey and Ashford Hospital on current issues in cancer services 
and to work on local projects within the hospitals.  For more information on the TACT group visit their web site at www.tactusergroup.org.uk. 

The SWSH Cancer Network, which is hosted by Surrey Primary Care Trust, covers a population of 1•2 million and aims to ensure that all 
patients served by the Network are receiving a uniformly high quality of service.    Angela Olszak, Cancer Services Partnership Facilitator 
said:  “Partnership working has resulted in a true transformation of the room, which has already been acknowledged by the breast care pa-
tients.  We must also remember that it has provided a nicer work environment for the team of nurses who dedicate their time to support and 
care for the breast care patients at St. Peter’s Hospital.   We are grateful to TACT for helping to develop this facility and the Friends of St. 
Peter’s for their support.” 

The SWSH Cancer Services Partnership Group wants to understand the needs of cancer patients and their carers from all communities 
across the Network so that their views are incorporated in the development of network cancer services.   Anyone interested in being involved 
in partnership working within the SWSH Cancer Network and would like further information is invited to contact Angela Olszak, Cancer ser-
vices Partnership Facilitator on  01483 783209 or by e-mail to angela.olszak@surreypct.nhs.uk.   

Acting Chief Executive at Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals NHS Trust, Paul Bentley, said: “We are grateful to TACT and the Friends of St. 
Peter’s for working on the development of this refurbished facility.   Taking account of the views of patients along the way has resulted in a 
room which is calming and soothing for use at times which can be very stressful for patients, their relatives and carers.” 

Pictured above left to right in the Breast Quiet Room are Michaela 
Morris, Director of Nursing and Operations; Jim McCall, Chairman 

Friends of St. Peter’s; Regina Santos, Lead Senior Specialist Nurse 
Breast Care ; Anne Chieruzzi, Chair of the TACT Project Team; 

Diana Moran; and Clive Grievson, TACT Chairman. 

MEASLES UPDATE 
Information for all staff 

In the last 12 months there have been about 1,000 confirmed cases reported in England and Wales of measles.  The MMR 
vaccine cannot be given to immuno suppressed individuals/patients, so immunosuppresed patients are dependent for their 
protection on avoiding exposure to the virus.  It is also essential that we try to protect those workers who are more likely to 
come into contact with the measles virus. 
As a Health Care Worker in one the following high risk areas—Maternity, Paediatrics, Accident and Emergency, NICU, Inten-
sive Care, and Medicine, including MAU, SAU, you need to be aware of the following guidance issued by the Department of 
Health on 19/5/08 stating that unless the relevant staff can provide written evidence of having received two doses of MMR or 
laboratory evidence of immunity to measles then you should be given the MMR vaccine. 

What should I do? ALL HEALTH CARE WORKERS  
• If you are absolutely certain you have had 2 doses of the MMR vaccination then you will be required to produce evidence of 

vaccination. 

• If you have had measles as a child then contact Occupational Health to discuss your rubella and mumps status, prior to any 
measles serology testing. 

• If you do not think you have had the MMR or had measles as a child it is essential you contact Occupational Health on ext 
2404 ASAP to make an appointment to see the Occupational Health Adviser. 

• For those of you who commenced post since March 2007 it is likely that this has already been assessed. 
 
If you have any queries regarding your MMR status please do not hesitate to contact Occupational Health on extension 2404. 


