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Climate change is a serious and urgent health challenge for all of 
us as individuals and organisations within the NHS.   Inactivity will 
cost the NHS; action to mitigate climate change will produce sav-
ings and benefit health in many ways.  The NHS is the UK's largest 
public sector contributor to climate change and is responsible for 18 
million tones of carbon dioxide each year.  This draft Strategy for 
consultation sets out how NHS organisations can reduce emissions 
from energy and heating, staff, patient and visitor travel, and the 
products used every day,  at the same time as saving money that 
can be used for direct patient care.  It sets the ambition for NHS 
organisations to meet and exceed the government target to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by 60 per cent by 2050.  
You are strongly encouraged to contribute to and help shape the 
Strategy to ensure that the NHS is the leading public sector organi-
sation on tackling climate change.   For further information and de-
tails about how to feedback please visit www.sdu.nhs.uk/
get_involved/carbon_reduction_feedback.php.   For more informa-
tion about the work of the NHS Sustainable Development Unit or to 
get more involved in these issues please visit www.sdu.nhs.uk. 

Supporters of the Stephanie Marks Appeal should be thrilled to 
read that their five years of hard work were validated earlier this 

month when Runny-
mede Borough Council 
granted planning per-
mission for the new, 
state-of-the-art Stepha-
nie Marks Diabetes 
Resource Centre. Con-
struction work should 
begin towards late au-
tumn when the three 
month tender process 
has been completed. 

This momentous news coin-
cided with National Diabetes 
Week 8th – 14th June. 
Located within the grounds of 
St. Peter’s the new two-storey 
Resource Centre will improve 
treatment and patient care and 
also provide education and 
research facilities for this esca-
lating condition. 
Welcoming the news Sir Ian 
Botham (pictured right) said, “I 
was delighted back in 2003 to 
be asked to be Patron of The Stephanie Marks Appeal.  Since my 
daughter Becky was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes in her teens, it 
has had a direct impact on our entire family.  We know first-hand 
how important it is to make people aware of this potentially devas-
tating condition.  Medical professionals based at the Centre will give 
good quality care and essential guidance on self-management ena-
bling patients to live life to the full.”  
Our Chairman Clive Thompson comments, “This is a fantastic way 
to celebrate our fifth anniversary. Despite talk of changes within the 
NHS which are no longer a threat, and the current harsh economic 
climate, our supporters have overwhelmed us with their generosity 
and commitment, which provided sufficient funds to apply for plan-
ning permission.  Now granted, their dedication will be rewarded 
with improved patient care and fast access to treatment.  This pro-
ject was defined several years ago but now finds itself clearly in the 
mainstream of Lord Darzi’s proposals.” 

Help is still needed!! 
The team will continue to raise funds as money for the IT system is 
still to be secured and we want to upgrade the proposed wheel 
chair platform with a fully functional passenger lift. Therefore, 
please keep up your support as we are nearly there, and we will 
always wish to keep abreast of clinical developments and patient 
care. We have a limited number of spaces left to run the British 10k 
(London) on 6th July.  Please call ASAP to reserve your place. To 
support this ground breaking Appeal call 01932 722330 or email 
val.marks@asph.nhs.uk today as you can make a difference!!! 

Milestone reached for Diabetes Patients 
Planning Permission paves the way for the new 

Stephanie Marks Diabetes Resource Centre 

Artists impression of 
the new Diabetes 
Resource Centre 

SAVING CARBON, IMPROVING HEALTH 
Draft NHS Carbon Reduction Strategy  

TV presenter cleanses hands in NICU 
- see overleaf for more details 
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Vulnerable Adults Awareness Week - Are you aware of the Trust policies and procedures? 

NICU MILK BANK TO STAR  
IN TV PROGRAMME 

The Milk Bank in our Neonatal Intensive Care Unit is to have a star 
role in a programme about the benefits of providing breast milk to 
premature babies.   Grenada TV have made the programme and 
GMTV presenter Kate Garraway watched while Nursery Nurse Suz-
anne Timms prepared milk to be pasteurised and stored the milk in 
the Milk Bank fridges.    A mother (pictured above being inter-
viewed) who had given birth in hospitals in Canada and Northern 
Ireland gave details of her experience.  Kate visited the specialist 
intensive care nursery and met staff during her visit. 

Above: Left to right Staff Nurse Miriam El-Haddioui, Sister Lee 
Croft, Kate Garraway, Matron Audrey Elmore, and Nursery Nurse 
Suzanne Timms.   Below: Filming in the intensive care nursery. 

The programme is likely to be broadcast at the end of August.   
Details will be published via the e-Bulletin. 

ASHFORD GOES HISTORIC 

Hippocrates (pictured left) and Neanderthal 
man (pictured below) were two rather un-
usual figures sighted at Ashford Hospital 
recently.   Sequences for a new BBC chil-
drens programme based on the ‘Horrible 
Histories’ books were being filmed.  Various 
different historical characters were filmed 
treating modern day ‘patients’.  Some of the 
medication was un-
usual to say the least!   
The props department 
had a very busy time 
mixing up various con-

coctions to resemble goat droppings, fox 
grease, tobacco juice, woodlice mixed with 
urine, ear wax mixed with nasal secretions 
and urine.   The jars of gunge powder, pustule 
filler and ‘urine and blood’ were used a lot.   
Aren’t you glad things have changed! 

Give Blood at St. Peter’s 
The National Blood Service will be on the St. 

Peter’s site on 20th June parked as usual 
alongside Nightingale House.  If you haven’t 
booked an appointment this can be done on 

08457-711711 

Ashford & St Peter’s  
Local Counter Fraud  

Staff and the public can call the Trust’s dedicated fraud reporting 
line. in complete confidence, if you suspect or believe a Fraud 
against the Trust is or has taken place, don’t wait, ring on 07526-
125799. 
Investigations continue into staff who are in receipt of sick pay and 
who are working elsewhere for payment. This is Fraud and the 
Trust has a ‘zero tolerance’ towards all Fraud.  National cases since 
the beginning of the year have seen an Optician, Dentist, Nurse 
and Audiologist all convicted of Frauds against various NHS Trusts.  
Prison and suspended sentences together with compensation or-
ders and costs have been imposed by the courts. 
Finally check out the interactive Fraud section on TrustNet.  It may 
open your eyes to what is regularly occurring across the NHS in 
respect of Fraud.   

If in doubt call your Local Counter Fraud Specialist on 
07526-125799  


