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Congratulations to everyone at First 
Steps Nursery on achieving a ‘good’ 
rating in their OFSTED inspection. 

The Trust has opened a new CT scanning suite following the allo-
cation of £570,000 funding from the Trust’s capital investment pro-
gramme.   The new Toshiba Aquillion 64 multislice CT scanner cost 
£420,000 and the additional £150,000 has paid for necessary build-
ing works, installation, services and training. The new machine 
started work just over a week ago. 
“We would like to thank all staff and patients for their understanding 
and co-operation during the installation of the new scanner,” says 
CT superintendent, Aoife Gregan.  “We appreciate that using the 
temporary mobile scanner has been difficult but we can now look 
forward to utilising the most modern technology and enjoy the 
benefits that this will produce for patient care.” 
A CT scan, sometimes also called a CAT scan, takes pictures of 
the body and uses a computer to put them together. CT stands for 
computerised tomography. A CT scanner uses X-rays and is a 
painless procedure.   A series of X-rays are taken of your body at 
slightly different angles, to produce very detailed pictures of the 
inside of your body.   The CT scanner is a large machine and the 
pictures are taken while you lie on a couch, which moves back-
wards and forwards through the hole of the machine that is shaped 
rather like a giant doughnut. 
Whilst the new machine is only slightly faster (30 seconds per scan 
instead of 40 seconds) the technology used is vastly better, produc-
ing images which enable much better diagnosis for conditions such 
as stroke, pulmonary embolism, virtual colonoscopy and cerebral 
perfusion.   For the 9,000 patients attending St. Peter’s each year 
this means a much improved service. 
“CT is a vital diagnostic tool for both inpatient and outpatient care,” 
says Dr Jane Hibbert, Consultant Radiologist and clinical lead for 
CT scanning.  “We are proud of the CT service provided within the 
trust and anticipate that the new Toshiba 64 slice CT will allow us to 
improve it even further.  The scanner is a major technical advance 
on the previous equipment.  It will allow us to provide superb quality 
scans, and particularly improve the service for vascular imaging.  In 
addition, there is the exciting potential for developing cardiac an-
giography and CT colonography.” 

£570,000 CT SCANNING DEVELOPMENT OPENS 

There has been first-class news for First Steps Nursery who  have 
been given a ‘Good’ OFSTED report .    OFSTED have four catego-
ries of judging education establishments in the UK - Outstanding, 
Good, Satisfactory and Inadequate. ‘First Steps’ were assessed as 
“Good” in the category of providing the children with above average 
standard of care covering OFSTED’s 14 National Standards. The 
report means that the nursery is rated as ‘Good’ for their ability to 
provide the children with the appropriate learning frameworks.  
The nursery does not have many staff changes, and this continuity 
helps them get to know each child and their families extremely well.  
Out of 28 members of staff, four members of staff have been em-
ployed by the nursery for 17 years and the majority of staff have 
worked there since 2001. This proves that the nursery is an ex-
tremely ‘tight-knit’ community and ensures that all members of staff 
know each child’s personal needs.  
Dawn Hunt, Childcare Manager for the Trust explains: “Personally I 
think that the report reflects what a good team we are, working to-
gether to get the job done. We recognise that we, as a unit, work 
well together with our Parents. This is essential if we are to provide 
a good, stable service which enables the parents to work knowing 
that their children are left in safe, capable hands.” 
The comments below are taken from the official OFSTED report on 
the nursery: 

• Children's good health is promoted and protected as the staff 
have good procedures in place… 

• Children remain safe at nursery as the staff and managers have a 
good understanding of safety concerns and risks… 

• Children enjoy their time at nursery, they are happy and settled 
and quickly become involved in the activities available to them. 

The report can be found at the OFSTED website- http://
www.ofsted.gov.uk.  
 

GOOD ‘REPORT CARD’ FOR FIRST STEPS 

Remember 2007? 
Join us for another sell out Trust Ball 

at Wentworth on Friday  25th July.  
Watch out for details soon in ASPire. 



PATIENT SURVEY - COMMENTARY ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE NEXT WEEK 

How well did you know your matron?  Congratulations to the winners - S Cheeseman, L Turner, A Sehdev & K Charles. 
1=D Terri Hess; 2=A Mary Wardle; 3=C Jane Ryman; 4=F Mandy Wilson; 5=E Kathryn Wood; 6=I Denise Flack; 7=B Debbie Palmer; 8=H 
Delores Thomas; 9=K Den Hallett; 10=G Jill Hickman; and 11=J Diane Lashbrook.  Thank you to the Matrons & everyone who entered. 

The Trust  is reviewing current and future parking requirements at 
Ashford Hospital.  A traffic survey will take place at Ashford on 
Wednesday the 21st May  from 0700-1900 hours.   There will be 5 
people doing the survey – 3 doing counts and 2 doing beat sur-
veys outside the hospital buildings at the start, middle and end of 
day.  As part of the survey Managers and Ward Sisters at Ashford 
have been asked to identify how many staff are on site by ward 
type / treatment area with the total number of staff allocated to that 
particular work place during the time of the survey.  This baseline 
information is essential so that we get the parking requirements 
right for the future.   Further information from Carol Haskell on ext 
2209. 

Fire doors prevent the spread of 
smoke and fire from one part of a 
building to another, 
thereby ensuring 
the safe evacua-
tion of staff, pa-
tients and visitors 
from the build-
ing.  That is why 
“doors deserve 
respect”, says Fire 
Safety Advisor 
Harold Teague 
(pictured with new 
door).  “In phase one of our 
‘doors deserve respect’ cam-
paign, we have repaired 79 dam-
aged fire doors at an average 
cost of  £240 per door.  Please 
respect the newly repaired fire 
doors as they may one day help 
save your life. For further info 
ring ext 2268. 

Damaged fire door 

DOORS  
DESERVE  
RESPECT! 

Please remember to dial 2222 in the event of a FIRE.    The 
following information must be given to the Switchboard if 
safe to do so:  

• who activated the alarm, staff or member of the public on site or 
remote break glass unit or smoke detector  

• what has caused the alarm, for example (Toaster, microwave, 
confused patient, extension cable, smoke drifting in from outside, 
et cetera, et cetera)  

• are there any positive indications of fire - smoke, 
flame or more than one smoke detector activated  

If yes to any of the above the Surrey Fire and Rescue 
Services will immediately respond with 2 to 3 predetermined appli-
ance for Hospital Fires.  If no to any of the above the Surrey Fire 
and Rescue Services will respond with 1 predetermined appliance 
for automatic fire alarms or possibly not respond if the Hospital Fire 
Team inform Switchboard that there is definitely NO FIRE.  

FIRE SAFETY REMINDER 

‘ 
 

DON’T GET CLAMPED! 

With parking spaces at a premium it is important that everyone 
parks considerately and has a valid parking permit.  Clamping is 
one of Security’s measures of last resort but they really will clamp 
persistent offenders.  Don’t let it be you! 

Clamped 

Ashford Hospital Traffic Survey 

The 18 week clock stops when either:  
• a patient receives first definitive treatment; 
• a decision is made not to treat; 
• a patient is added to a transplant list; 
• the Consultant decides to embark on a period of 

active monitoring; 
• the patient is returned to their GP to receive 

treatment; or  
• if the Consultant has a telephone conversation 

with the patient (e.g. when diagnostics tests are 
normal and the Consultant can discharge the 
patient).  

18 Weeks : Did you know? 

From the  
Deputy Chief Executive 
Marianne Griffiths 
Delivering the 18 week target has been one of the highest priorities 
over the last year both nationally and across NHS South East 
Coast, and will continue to be so over the coming year.  I wanted to 
take this opportunity to congratulate Ashford and St. Peter’s on 
achieving the 18 week milestone in March and to recognise the 
significant amount of work that many individuals in your organisa-
tion have put into delivering both the admitted and non-admitted 
milestones. 
Delivering the 18 week milestones has given us a significant step 
towards delivering the final target in December, but I also recognise 
that the efforts required locally over the next few months in deliver-
ing and sustaining the last few percentage increases should not be 
underestimated.  Organisations will need to ensure that the current 
focus is maintained, ensuring any patients that remain in your back-
log are treated as well as re-designing patient pathways.  This will 
help to ensure that patients are offered treatment in a no delays 
service, thus improving efficiencies across the health system and 
the patient’s experience. 

Congratulations to the 
Dermatology team on 
their successful Mole 
Awareness session. 40 
members of staff and 
volunteers were seen and 
three suspect moles were 
identified. 

BE SUN AWARE - www.sunsmart.org.uk 

Congratulations to Jacky 
Bush who was recently 
awarded one of the first 
Diplomas in Emergency 
Planning by the Health 
Protection Agency (HPA).  
Jacky (left) is seen here 
with HPA CE Dr Pat Troop 
& Dr Penny Bevan. Head of 
Emergency Preparedness, 
Department of Health at the 
Royal Society for Health. 

Congratulations Jacky 

New doors 


