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A & E Staff Nurse Sam Ollerenshaw and his fiancé Katy 
were given £14,000 to spend on their wedding – the only 
catch was that Sam had to organise every detail, had 
only four weeks from start to the big day and a TV com-
pany were going to film him every step of the way!  
The programme “Don’t tell the Bride” is due to go out on 
BBC3 at 9pm on November 8.   Viewers will see Sam going 
to his job in the A&E department at St. Peter’s Hospital, chat-
ting to colleagues about the plans he is making and discuss-
ing the difficulties of the groom choosing a wedding dress. 
During the four weeks of making the programme, immedi-
ately before the wedding day of Friday, 13 July, Sam and 
Katy had to live apart and all the plans were supposed to be 
a complete surprise to her.  
Sam, who admits he is not a born organiser and is always 
late for everything said: “Katy had seen the advert for the 
show – it was only further down the line that I realised that I 
had to plan the wedding! It was tricky coming up with every-
thing and hoping everything would work and on the day I 
was panicking, I was so nervous. In the end it was a fantastic 
day and I loved every minute of it.”  
Katy and Sam, of Grove Crescent, Walton, come from 
Leicester. Sam, 26, qualified as a Registered General Nurse 
at Leicester General Hospital in February 2003. They moved 
south in March 2007 when he joined the A&E staff of the 
Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals NHS Trust. Katy, 31, is a 
broadcast assistant with BBC News 24. 

Male Nurse’s Wedding on TV 

Sam is pictured here in the Accident Centre at St. Peter’s 
Hospital with Deputy Sister Emma Shelton.  

PCT LAUNCHES FFF  
ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME 

‘Come and tell us what you think of our 
plans for local healthcare!’  That’s the 
message from Surrey Primary Care 
Trust who have launched their Creat-
ing an NHS fit for the future campaign.  
A series of Question Time events, in-
cluding two at our hospitals and a rov-
ing health bus will give members of the 
public the opportunity to meet local 
health staff and find out more about 
local healthcare plans.   The full list of 
events is shown below and includes 
Question Time events on 15/11/07 at St. Peter’s Hospital 
and 20/11/07 at Ashford Hospital.  Everyone welcome. 

See overleaf for the latest on C.diff and MRSA 



MRSA DOWN AND C. DIFFICILE UNDER CONTROL AT ASHFORD AND ST. PETER’S 
The number of MRSA bacteraemia reports for Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals for 
the latest quarter published by the Health Protection Agency (see tables below) 
shows a reduction of seven (7) cases compared to the same quarter last year.   The 
total count for 2006/07 was 31 and the first quarter of 2007/08 shows that there were 
only four (4) cases.  Director of Infection Prevention and Control, Consultant Microbi-
ologist Dr Angela Shaw says: “In 2001 our estimated MRSA bacteraemia rate per 
10,000 bed days was 3.38 and we had 34 bacteraemia reports between April and 
September 2001.   Between October 2006 and March 2007 we had 16 bacteraemia 
cases and our rate per 10,000 bed days was 1.93.   This represents significant pro-
gress in our fight to control MRSA and our figures for July to September 2007 are 
even better with only two (2) MRSA cases reported.   However, because these and 
the C. difficile figures include cases from the community – tests requested by GPs 
and patients who are tested in A&E or other admissions areas – they mask the true 
picture which is much better for our hospitals.   It should not therefore be assumed 
that these figures represent just hospital acquired infections.” 
Commenting on C. difficile Angela  says: “The numbers of C. difficile cases has fallen 
significantly, from a monthly peak of 47 inpatients in May to 16 in August.  There was 
a marked increase in the total number of C. difficile cases diagnosed and reported in April to June 2007 but there are a number of reasons 
for this.   We have undertaken a complete review of the Healthcare Commission’s recent investigation at Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 
Hospitals NHS Trust and the actions taken at Ashford and St. Peter’s to prevent and control infection.   We are confident that we have ac-
tions in place, including a new 12 point C. difficile action plan implemented in June 2007, which meet and go beyond the recommendations 
from that report.”    The reasons identified for the C. difficile increase include: 

•Only 123 cases (115 patients of 65 year or over) were found in patients already in hospital when they developed symptoms. The 
remainder (65 patients) were taken by GPs, in community hospitals or in A/E or other admission wards. 

•The figures were for patients of all ages over 2 for the first time – previously the requirement was for cases in patients of 65 and 
over.  Nineteen (19) patients were under 65 in this quarter, who would not have been counted before. 

•The totals are not the same as the number of patients affected, as cases have to be included more than once if positive samples 
are taken more than 28 days apart.   Twenty-one (21) extra cases were included as a result of this.    The increasing number of 
patients with persistent symptoms means that this happens more frequently nowadays. 

“The 115 in-patient cases of over 65 year olds is still an increase on the 83 in-patients in the previous quarter.   But this increase coincided 
with a large outbreak of norovirus (‘winter vomiting disease’) that occurred in the Trust in April and May 2007, when over 100 patients were 
affected.   There is a known association between norovirus and C. difficile, probably as the symptoms of norovirus (diarrhoea and projectile 
vomiting) allow all gastric infections to spread more readily.” 

Hospitals Trust Questions  
Representation of Data 

“We do have concerns that these 
figures are easily misrepresented 
as just infections acquired in hos-
pital” Angela says.    “The number 
of cases found in the community 
has increased dramatically in the 
last year.   It is difficult for the 
Trust to control these, especially 
as about 30 per cent of GP cases 
are from outside the Surrey Pri-
mary Care Trust area where I and 

the Infection Control Team are involved in training staff in Community Hospitals on infection control issues and GPs on antibiotic use.” 
The Health Protection Agency published the latest MRSA and C. difficile figures on 1st November 2007 at http://www.hpa.org.uk/hpa/news/
articles/press_releases/2007/071101_hcai.htm. 

Quarterly Counts of MRSA bacteraemia for Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals – Apr 2006 – Jun 2007 

 
Quarterly Counts of C. difficile for Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals – Jan 2006 – Jun 2007 

 

Apr – Jun 2006 Jul – Sep 2006 Oct – Dec 2006 Jan -  Mar 2007 Apr – Jun 2007 

11 4 8 8 4 

C.difficile reports for patients aged over 65 years 2-64 years 

Jan–Mar 06 Apr–Jun 06 Jul-Sep 06 Oct-Dec 06 Jan-Mar 07 Apr-Jun 07 Apr-Jun 07 

132 103 100 103 140 188 19 

Members of the Infection Control Team last month 
during Infection Control Week left to right, Linda Fair-
head, Mo Farish, Angela Shaw, and Sam Beverley. 

CAR PARKING AT ST. PETER’S 
We are aware that the last week or so has been more difficult than usual for car parking at St. Peter’s. 
Enabling work in several areas of the site has meant that some spaces have not been available e.g. 
SDU car park where the new mortuary enabling works have started and in car parks near A&E and the 
Education Centre where enabling works for the installation of parking barriers has been progressing. 
The majority of the barrier enabling works should be completed by the end of November but on 7th 
November the SDU car park will close permanently for the building of the new mortuary.  
This year 81 additional car parking spaces (53 on the demolished X-ray store on the Ramp and adja-
cent to the Board and Lecture Rooms and 28 in front of the Departmental Block) have been created. 
Closure of the SDU car park will mean the loss of 34 spaces and when the barrier works are complete 
we will have lost a further four spaces. However even with those losses there will have been a net in-
crease of 43 spaces on the St. Peter’s site this year.  
Plans are being put in place to create additional spaces but there will be a period after the closure of 
the SDU car park when there will be a squeeze on spaces and we ask for your co-operation. We will do 
everything we can to minimise this period. In the meantime car parking remains available both at 
Murray Road (near The Otter Public House) and Homewood Park (access from Stonehill Road) and 
you are encouraged to car share, use public transport including Peterbus, cycle or walk onto the St. 
Peter’s site, where this is possible.  
Thank you for your co-operation., Ian Mackenzie, Director of Performance, Information and Facilities . 

“I’ve done  
mine……..
……..have 
you done 

yours?” 

Help us to build a better 
Trust by completing 

your staff survey form. 


