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REGIONAL NHS BOSS TOURS ASHFORD AND ST. PETER’S 
South East Coast Strategic Health Authority (SHA) Chief Executive, Candy Morris, visited both Ashford and St. Peter’s hospi-
tals on Friday 31st August.  The visit came about following publicity about the success of Urology Nurse specialists Jenny 
Hooker and Alison Roodhouse who recently completed, under the mentorship of Professor Brian Ellis, examinations usually 
undertaken by doctors.  Candy started her visit by spending some time with Jenny and Alison in their clinic at Ashford and talk-
ing with Brian before moving on to see the Walk-in Centre (where she met another nurse prescriber, Matron Denise Flack) and 
the Rapid Access Centre.   Then it was across to St. Peter’s with visits to Paediatric A&E, the main A&E and finally a chat with 
Macmillan Nurse prescriber, Jacintha Crudden.   Writing after the visit Candy says: “I had a splendid time, learned a great deal 
and have been left with much to think about.  It was an excellent visit across both Ashford and St. Peter’s.”      

Jenny Hooker, Brian Ellis, Candy Morris and Alison Roodhouse in Urology 

Getting the views of Emergency Nurse Practitioners in the Walk-in Centre 

Discussing the RAC with Dr Mandal (centre) and colleagues.  Candy Morris 
(right) commented after the visit that the ‘Rapid Access Centre is an excel-
lent service.  I do hope that others go there to share the experience,and I 

shall make sure people know of this model of good practice.” 

Speaking to Paul Crawshaw & Jennie Thompson in Paediatric A&E.  Candy 
(right) described her visit to both this and the main A&E as fascinating 

Candy Morris (centre) discusses end of life care with Jacintha Crudden 
(right) whilst Chief Executive Glenn Douglas listens in. 

SEPTEMBER BUSINESS BRIEFINGS 
All staff and volunteers welcome 

10/09/07 - 12.30 - Lecture Theatre, Ramp, SPH 
11/09/07 - 12.30 - Education Centre, AH 

Topics include merger, 18 weeks and our finances! 
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www.ashfordstpeters.nhs.uk 
HEALTH MINISTER ANN KEEN MP WRITES 

Following her visit to both Ashford and St. Peter’s hospitals 
(reported in ASPire 170 on 13/8/07) Health Minister Ann 
Keen MP promised to respond to staff who attended the 
staff engagement session.   Reproduced below is her letter 
to Chief Executive Glenn Douglas: 

The announcement about the merger discussions with Frim-
ley Park Hospital had been made the day before this visit 
and there are a number of ways in which you can express 
your views—via your line manager or staff representative, at 
the Business Briefings for staff and volunteers next week 
(see overleaf) and via the partnership@asph.nhs.uk e-mail 
address (the questions and views expressed via this ad-
dress are anonymised before they leave Communications).   
In addition to your views on the idea of merger the Trust 
also wants to know what you think of Frimley Park, what we 
can learn from them and what strengths Ashford and St. 
Peter’s might bring to a larger and stronger merged organi-
sation.  Please let us know through the mechanisms above. 

PCT FIT FOR THE FUTURE CONSULTATION 
Surrey PCT have recently said that it is unlikely that their 
imminent consultation document on their commissioning in-
tentions will include any plans to close either a whole hospi-
tal or an A&E service.   After the months of media specula-
tion about the possibility of closures Chief Executive Glenn 
Douglas says: “The news that Surrey PCTs Consultation 
Document, expected in the autumn, will not focus on the clo-
sure of A&E departments is welcome.  However this does 
not mean that the need to make changes to the way health-
care in Surrey is organised has gone.   We know from na-
tional research that patients requiring some specialist ser-
vices benefit when those services are provided from centres 
of excellence.    We also know that there are some services 
that could be moved out of acute hospitals into the commu-
nity so that patients do not have to travel so far to 
them.   Our recent announcement that we have started dis-
cussions with Frimley Park about a possible merger (see 
ASPire 169 issued 6th August) reflects the need to address 
these issues whilst at the same time securing a sustainable 
and viable future for acute hospitals in west Surrey.” 

Pictured left to right are Chris Schofield, Peter Finch, Andrew Laurie, Fiona 
Lloyd Jones, Elliot Chisholm, John Hadley and Mark Russell  

NEW CLINICAL DIRECTOR TEAM 

At the beginning of August the new team of Clinical Directors 
was announced by Medical Director Dr Mike Baxter and Di-
rector of Nursing and Operations, Michaela Morris.   The 
team (some of whom are pictured above), comprise: 
• Susan Bateman - Women’s Health 
• Elliot Chisholm - General Surgery & Urology 
• Heather Clark - Emergency (A&E/Walk-In Centre/MAU/SAU) 
• Paul Crawshaw - Children’s Health Services 
• Peter Finch - Imaging and Emdoscopy 
• David Fluck - Medicine 
• John Hadley - Specialist Surgery 
• Andrew Laurie - Pathology 
• Fiona Lloyd Jones - Anaesthetics & Theatres 
• Mark Russell - Critical Care 
• Chris Schofield - Trauma & Orthopaedics 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PRESS OFFICE B4 YOU’RE IN THE NEWS! 

As many of you will be aware it is Trust policy that all contact 
with the media - newspapers, radio, TV, etc - should be con-
ducted through the Trust’s Press Office.  A recent example 
of an NHS Professional member of staff speaking directly to 
the Chertsey, Addlestone, Byfleet & Woking Herald about a 
Ward incident has raised concerns with other members of 
staff and partner agencies.   The Press Office can be con-
tacted on ext 2163 or out of office hours via the switchboard. 
The duty press officer rota is available on TrustNet.  The 
Press Office is happy to assist if there is something in the 
media that you are annoyed about or if there is an issue that 
you think needs to be given an airing! 

It’s not too late to support the ‘Joined Up 
Walk’ on Sunday 9th September at 1p.m. 
starting by the Magna Carta Tea Rooms 
at Runnymede.   Enjoy a 2 mile walk and 
help raise money for the Orthopaedic 
Department.  Further info from Ingrid 
Shears on 01932-722337 (ext 2337) 


