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Recently appointed Health Minister Ann Keen MP, was en-
thusiastic to visit her old stomping ground at Ashford Hospi-
tal recently.    Ann was welcomed to the Trust by Porter and 
Joint Chair of the Staff Side Consultative Committee Tony 
Foster who comments: “We were very pleased to welcome 
Ann back to Ashford Hospital and to St. Peter’s Hospital.” 

Ann’s three hour visit to the Trust included tours of: 
• the angiography suite at St. Peter’s; 
• the neonatal intensive care unit at St. Peter’s; 
• the NHS Walk-in centre at Ashford; and 
• the Rapid Access Centre at Ashford. 

In addition to the four ar-
eas visited Ann spent an 
hour with a cross section 
of staff from both hospitals 
and there was a vigorous 
and robust exchange of 
views on a variety of sub-
jects.   Ann has promised 
to come back to staff with 

answers to some of the questions raised, so watch out for 
this in a future edition of ASPire. 

 

KEEN TO RETURN TO HER ROOTS 

Sharing a joke with Health Minister Ann Keen (centre) are 
left to right Michaela Morris, Tony Foster, Glenn Douglas and 

Julie Jones whilst Phyllis King (on the phone) keeps  the 
Ashford Hospital NHS Walk-in Centre show ‘on the road’. 

Speaking after the visit Ann said: “I was delighted to return 
to Ashford and St. Peter's Hospitals and to see the huge 
transformation that has taken place since my days on 
the wards.   The cutting edge services and buildings are 
new, though the same commitment to delivering the 
best possible care to patients remains.”    Returning to 

her old stomp-
ing ground at 
Ashford Hos-
pital Ann was 
introduced to 
nurses Phyllis 
King and Julie 
Jones and by 
chance met 
nurse Patricia 
Miles who 
worked with 

Ann at Ashford and was just coming on duty in the NHS 
Walk Centre.   Ann was very impressed with the Rapid Ac-
cess Centre and has said she wants to return to the Trust to 
see more of 
the services 
we provide. 

Commenting 
on the visit, 
Director of 
Nursing and 
Operations 
at Ashford 
and St. Pe-
ter’s, 
Michaela Morris, said: “We were proud to be able to show off 
some of our specialist and innovative services.   Neither Ash-
ford nor St. Peter’s Hospitals are the same as they were 
when Mrs Keen nursed here but some of the faces are the 
same and old friendships were renewed.”                                      
Further information about the visit is available in the press 

release on the Trust’s website or 
intranet, TrustNet - see News. 

In Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)  with Consultant             
Paediatrician Dr Tosin Otunia Sister Mandy Woodford  

Hour long staff engagement session 

With former colleague 
Pat Miles 

Medical Support worker Rebecca Clarke (left) and 
Physiotherapist Sacha Higham (centre) with Ann. 

Above in the Rapid Access Centre 
with Dr Enware, Dr Pam and Dr 

Mandal (far right).   Right: outside 
angiography with Jackie Churchman, 
Catherine Townsend & Ian Beeton. 



TRUST SUMMER BALL RAISES £4K TOWARDS NEW DIABETES CENTRE 

Earlier this year we reported that planning permission 
had been granted for the deck on car park one and that 
car park barriers would be installed during the summer 
as the first phase of improving our car parking arrange-
ments at St. Peter’s. 

Although it will be some months before they become 
operational the work to construct the barriers starts this 
week (w/c 13/8/07) in the two wooded car parks and will 
be followed by the car parks near Abbey Wing, Chery-
wood Nursery, Duchess of Kent Wing and the new car 
park spaces at the front of St. Peter’s.    

In conjunction with this, pay on foot arrangements will 
be introduced later this year, initially for the Hazel and 
A&E car parks and this will be followed by Car Park One 
(the main car park at the front of the hospital). 

On one of the worst days of the year - think floods - the Trust held it’s 
2007 Summer Ball organised by the Junior Doctors Mess. Over 240 
people attended the Ball, held at the end of July and the event has 
raised £4,000 towards 
the planned diabetes re-
source centre.   Support 
for the event was pro-
vided by Wentworth who 
provided the venue free 
of charge and principal 

sponsors The BMI Runnymede Hospital and Grundon Waste Man-
agement, who both work closely with the Trust.   “The Ball was a fan-
tastic ‘end of year’ event for the junior doctors at the Trust,” said Joel 
Newman, outgoing Mess President at St. Peter’s.   “The problems 
with the Medical Training Assessment Service (MTAS) made the last 
year quite difficult for junior doctors so it was good to leave Ashford and St. Peter’s on a high note and to raise a 
significant contribution towards the new diabetes resource centre which is to be built at  St. Peter’s.”  

The ‘black tie’ event started with a drinks reception, followed by a three course meal.   After the raffle had been 
drawn by the Trust Chairman’s wife, Mrs Joan Thompson, danc-
ing to ‘The Mary’s Band’ and DJ ‘Nkrypted’ followed late into the 
night.   Joel continues: “In addition to the sale of tickets for the 
event we are grateful to all the companies and individuals who 
donated prizes for the raffle 
which on its own raised 
£1,700.     Money is still 
coming in from the sale of 
photographs by Instant Pix 
(www.instantpix.co.uk) and 
we expect the total amount 
raised for the new diabetes 
resource centre to be 
around £4,000.   I am 

grateful to everyone who supported the evening and particularly to the Ball 
Committee who helped to organise the event and sell the tickets.”   Check out 
the website for pictures of your colleagues in their glad rags! 

Praising the event, Director of Human Resources , Paul Bentley, said: “All 
those involved in the event, especially the Trust Ball committee, did a fantastic job.   It took just 9 weeks to organ-
ise and was a great way for everyone at the Trust, from healthcare assistants to consultants to let their hair down 
and raise money for a good cause.   It is several years since we have had a Trust Ball but the 2007 Trust Ball Com-
mittee have set a ‘gold standard’ for future years.”   Photographs of the event, the programme and the list of win-
ners for the raffle can be found on the Trust Website and intranet.  

The Ball Committee (left to right) Rhian Williams, Joel New-
man, Geeta Aggarwal, Stuart Cleland and Susan Ferrier. 

Dancing til late! 

Three course meal 

A bevy of Ball beauties 

CAR PARK BARRIER WORK STARTS 

The new staff car park at 
the front of St.Peter’s. 
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