
GOING GREEN 

GET THE CARD! …. GET THE CARD! ….. GET THE CAR 
Calling all nurses, doctors, and office workers who currently 
use PAS?   You will need a Smartcard.  If you have not yet 
registered then you need to do so. Please help us effectively 
use the time the Surrey Health Informatics Team have dedi-
cated to our Trust - call us on 01932-723582 or 01932-
722938 to book your 15-minute pre-registration slot and/or to 
find out which three identification documents you will need to 
bring with you. You will also need to provide your National 
Insurance Number (this can be found on your pay slip).  

NHS Drop in and quit service at St. Peter’s: 
• NRT or Zyban on prescription 
• Free, friendly and professional support to help you quit 
• Free, Carbon Monoxide (CO) Readings 
Available every Monday until 25th June in Level 2 Seminar 
Room between 12 and 2.00p.m.   Call/text: 07729-738456 or 
e-mail fi.cole@ntlworld.com if you can’t make any of the 
above dates or times or if you would like to know more. 

Change your life 
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...putting people at the heart of everything we do...  
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‘SAWS AND SCALPELS TO LASERS AND ROBOTS’ 
The report ‘Saws and Scalpels to La-
sers and Robots – Advances in Sur-
gery’ was published on 17th April by 
the Department of Health.   At Ashford 
and St. Peter’s we carried out over 
22,000 day case surgical procedures 
in 2005/06.  “In my lifetime the way we 
operate and what we can do for pa-
tients has changed:” says Kieran Daw-
son, Consultant Vascular Surgeon and 
Clinical Director for Surgery.  “Now 
much cardiac and vascular interven-
tion is done by minimally invasive bal-
loon dilatation rather than open surgical bypass.     With the 
minimally invasive techniques now available we can do much 
more as day surgery and allow patients to recuperate at 
home, where they tell us they would prefer to be.” 
Around 78 per cent of surgery at Ashford and St. Peter’s is 
done as day surgery.   A simple comparison between 1997/98 
(the year preceding Ashford and St. Peter’s hospitals came 
together as a Trust) and the latest full year for which data is 
available, 2005/06, illustrates the changes in medical practice 
and the impact on patients, as follows: 

 
Mr Dawson (pictured left) continued: “As 
a patient and local family man myself, I 
would want the best possible treatment.   
For clinical reasons it is important that 
we bring together more specialised sur-
gery, such as the vascular work that I 
do, into centres of excellence.   As a 
surgeon it is important that I and those 
that I train see sufficient patients to 
maintain and enhance our skills.   Bring-
ing these specialist cases together so 

they are seen at a specialist centre makes both clinical and 
economic sense.  The report by Professor Sir Ara Darzi is 
well worth a read.” 
The report ‘Saws and Scalpels to Lasers and Robots – 
Advances in Surgery’ by Professor Ara Darzi,  the National 
Advisor on Surgery is available on the Department of Health 
website at www.dh.gov.uk.   Other reports in this series by the 
clinical leads at the Department of Health are available on the 
same website or on TrustNet. 

Area / Year 1997/98 2005/06 Change 

Day Case Operations 18,727 22,704 + 21% 

In-patient Operations 7,630 6,545 - 14% 

In-patient Waiting List 9,586 4,311 - 55% 

Total admissions & day cases 52,836 65,730 + 24% 

Mr Kieran Dawson 

Well done to every member of staff helping the Trust to ’go 
green’ - 39% of our domestic waste is now recycled - up 
from 17.5% in December.   Please remember that we recy-
cle Cardboard, Paper, Magazines, Plastic Bottles and Cans 
– and that these are the ONLY items to go into clear bags.   

TOPAZ SUITE OPEN 

Dateline Wednesday 26th April: Maternity Ultrasound 
moved in mid-March from the West Wing to the Topaz Suite 
on the top floor at Ashford Hospital (where the Shakespeare 
used to be).   The Topaz Suite also serves as a base for ma-
ternity clinics and the Topaz community midwifery team.  
Staff and volunteers from all parts of the maternity service 
are pictured behind the new reception desk.  



SUPPORT NEEDED - FRIENDS OF ST. PETER’S 
We are looking for new Committee members and staff are wel-
come .  In particular, the Friends are seeking a Secretary, Treas-
urer and Committee members who are willing to get involved in 
setting up and organising events.  You will all have seen the results 
of what the Friends do (staff rest rooms, equipment chairs for wait-
ing areas, wheelchairs etc.).  So have a think about it and see what 
you can do to help.  Contact Jim on 01932-846987, Alan on 01483-
714 383 or the Friends’ office on ext 3867. 

NURSERY OPEN DAY—3RD MAY 
First Steps Day Nursery at St Peter’s is holding an Open Evening 
for existing parent users on Thursday 3rd May.  Any other hospital 
staff who may be interested in using the nursery at some point in 
the future are welcome to also come along to the evening. You will 
be able to have a tour of the nursery, meet the staff, view the dis-
plays and a selection of the activities we offer, and access addi-
tional Information on applying for a nursery place.  Please contact 
Lindsey Waghorne, Nursery Manager, on ext 2192 for details. 

TEMPORARY MORTUARY FRIDGE ON THE MOVE 
the temporary mortuary fridge will be removed on Wednes-
day 2nd May.   This will mean that  the access road will be 
shut from around 12.00 till 14.00hrs to enable the unit to be 
removed.  Barriers and protection will be put in place, and 
damaged areas will be reinstated after the unit has gone. 
QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS …… 
Have you got a question that’s been bugging you.  Something 
about the way the organisation is run or what the Trust’s posi-
tion is on a particular issue.  E-mail comms@asph.nhs.uk and 
we’ll try to find the answer for you. 

No Bulletin w/c 7/5/07 but look out for the Information Briefing.  Deadline for next Bulletin 5.00p.m. 9/5/07 

...putting people at the heart of everything we do...  

Calling all staff - Remember Picker? 
IMPROVING THE EXPERIENCE OF PATIENTS AND 
CARERS THROUGH EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION                                                       

 8th June 2007 - 9.00 to 16.30 
EDUCATION CENTRE AT  
ST. PETERS HOSPITAL   

 
A COMMUNICATION STUDY DAY 

                                                                             
To book a place please contact Julie Doughty on ext 3185,  

pager 8121 or e-mail julie.doughty@asph.nhs.uk 
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED 

HELP US TO GET OUR COMMUNICATIONS RIGHT 

Safeguarding Adults is 
everybody's business… 

‘All people have the right to lead their lives free from violence and 
abuse, and to make decisions and choices that may seem unwise 

and include an element of risk’ 
A vulnerable adult is ‘A person aged 18+ who is 
or maybe in need of community care services 
by reason of mental or other disability, age or 
illness; and who is or may be unable to take 
care of him or her self, or unable to protect him 
or her self against significant harm or exploita-
tion’ (Department of Health ‘No Secrets’ 2000). 
It is important that we work together to ensure 
that the abuse of vulnerable adults is under-
stood, reported and thus prevented. 

Abuse may be physical, verbal or psychological, it may be an act 
of neglect or omission to act or it may occur where a vulnerable 
person is persuaded to enter into a financial or sexual transaction 
to which he or she has not consented, or cannot consent. 

If you suspect someone is at risk....please do something! 
YOUR ACTION COULD PREVENT ABUSE! 

Follow the Trust’s policy and procedure on ‘Abuse or suspected 
abuse of vulnerable adults - Guidelines for staff’ available on 

TrustNet or at www.ashfordstpeters.nhs.uk 

On Thursday 10th May the Dermatology Department at 
St. Peter’s are offering a free 10 minute ‘mole check’ for 
staff, volunteers and their family.   This special clinic will 
be held in Clinic Area 3.  The booking  line will be avail-
able on Ext 3912 between 10:00 and 13:00hrs on the 4th, 
8th and 9th May.   There are limited spaces so please 
book early.   Be sun aware! 

www.sunsmart.org.uk 

With the Summer fast 
approaching and the  
sun already strong …... Dateline Thursday 26th April: Pictured above, are senior ODA 

and Theatre Information Manager Tony Humes (right) with fel-
low volunteer Tony Williams (left), loading out of date and su-
perseded medical supplies bound for Romania. 

RECYCLING AND  
HELPING OTHERS 


