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CLINICAL VIEW ON WAY FORWARD IN ‘FIT FOR 
THE FUTURE’ DEBATE SET TO BE PUBLISHED 

The next stage in the debate on the future of health services in West Surrey, mainly affecting us along with Frimley Park and 
the Royal Surrey, is about to start.   During the next few days we understand that Surrey PCT will be publishing the report on 
the outcome from a series of meetings of clinical leaders from the three Trusts and the PCT.   It is expected that this report will 
give an indication as to what the clinicians believe may be a workable and sustainable 
clinical model.  We will be holding briefings for staff and volunteers (see box below). 

In other areas across the south east, groups campaigning on behalf of their local hospi-
tal have been established.   Whilst it has not been for us to establish a campaign group 
we have made efforts to ensure that local people are aware of what we do and the ex-
cellence of our services. 

In February our Spring ASPire Magazine was sent to 136,000 house-
holds across the Trust’s catchment area.   Recently Humfrey Malins MP  
for Woking was briefed by the Chairman and Chief Executive and we 
continue to brief local MPs.   We recently held meetings with newspa-
per editors and while our local papers do not always carry positive stories about us, we 
get more positive than negative coverage, and recently we have had increasing suc-

cess in getting Ashford and St. Peter’s onto local radio.   We have wel-
comed the publication of reports such as the ‘The Future Hospital’ by 
the IPPR (www.ippr.org.uk); ‘Mending Hearts and Brains’ by Professor 
Roger Boyle; and ‘Emergency Access’ by Professor Sir George Alberti 
(both available at www.dh.gov.uk).  We believe these support the work 
we have done in reconfiguring services at Ashford and St. Peter’s, and 
make us well placed to respond to the challenges of the future. 

The recent ‘NHS Together’ rally was an excellent example of the depth of 
feeling which many people feel about the NHS and the Trust has wel-
comed this with Chief Executive Glenn Douglas saying:  “It’s great that 

people are passionate about the NHS.  Like them, we want local health services to be as good as they can 
be within the constraints we face.   It will be extremely important that those who are signing petitions and 
attending rallies now, make the effort to get the consultation document when it is published and make com-
ments based on the facts.   We need to ensure that in the future local health services are organised in way 
that is both clinically and financially viable.” 

Publication of the clinicians report is another part of the discussion stage in the ‘Fit for the Future’ process.  
The Strategic Health Authority started the process by asking management  consultants Mckinsey’s to under-
take a fundamental review of how healthcare across Surrey and Sussex is organised. The current phase started with the publi-
cation of discussion documents (www.surreysessexfitforthefuture.nhs.uk) in January and May 2006. 

The two East Sussex PCTs have said their ‘Fit for the Future’ 
consultation launch will take place during March.  West Sussex 
& Brighton & Hove PCTs will not start their consultations until 
after the May local authority elections.   Surrey PCT have said 
that they ‘have not announced a proposed date for the Surrey 
‘Fit for the Future’ consultation and will only do so when they are 
ready’! 

If you have views about this process and want to know more 
about how this affects Ashford and St. Peter’s please attend a 
briefing and look out for further information in future editions of 
ASPire Bulletin, on TrustNet and www.ashfordstpeters.nhs.uk. 

‘FIT FOR THE FUTURE’ BRIEFINGS 
Chief Executive Glenn Douglas and Medical Director Dr 
Mike Baxter will be speaking at briefings as follows: 

• Wednesday 21st March at 12:30 in the Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre, St. Peter’s. 

• Thursday 22nd March at 12:30 in the Lecture Theatre, 
Education Centre, Ashford. 

All members of staff and volunteers are welcome. 

Humfrey Malins MP (left) 
with Clive Thomson, Trust 
Chairman in A&E. 

RCN representatives Simon Bhadye (left) and Rupert 
Devereux (right) pictured at the Woking NHS Together 
Rally with Colin White who trained at Ashford a num-
ber of years ago. 
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Humphrey Scott, with colleagues Douglas Donaldson and 
Philip Bearn, organised a very successful  teaching day for 
the Royal Society of Medicine Coloproctology Section at St. 
Peter’s Hospital on 16th February.   The Vice President of 
Royal College of Surgeons, Mr Chris Russell, and Dean Di-
rector Professor David Black took part in an educational 
symposium regarding the future of surgeons training.   A 
prize presentation was won by Dominic Coull who presented 
research carried out at St.  Peter’s about epidurals and surgi-
cal outcomes. 

TRUST DIARY DATES 
March 
• Wed 21st at 12:30hrs: ‘Fit for the Future’ briefing 

in the Education Centre, SPH 
• Thu 22nd at 12:30hrs: ‘Fit for the Future’ briefing 

in the Education Centre, AH 
• Thu 29th at 14:00hrs: Trust Board meeting in the 

Education Centre, AH 
April 
• Fri 13th at 14:30hrs: Picker presentation on Pa-

tient Survey in the Education Centre, SPH 
• Sat 28th at 09:30hrs: ‘Living With Diabetes Day’ at 

Sir William Perkins’s School, Chertsey 

TRUST LAUNCHES 
BME NETWORK 

COLORECTAL TEACHING DAY SUCCESS 

Did you know that 37% of the Trust’s staff are from black and 
ethnic minority (BME) backgrounds!   Our Trust has re-
launched it’s BME Network.  Pictured above, following the 
launch, are (left to right) Dr Isaac John, Paul Bentley and Dr 
Vivienne Lyfar-Cissé.   As transitional lead for the South East 
Coast BME network Vivienne spoke about the need for NHS 
organisations to put in place arrangements to support and 
develop BME staff.    At the well attended meeting Trust 
Chief Executive Glenn Douglas; Director of HR Paul Bentley; 
and Chairman Clive Thompson, all spoke of their support for 
the network.   If you are interested in joining the network 
please contact: 
• Isaac John, ext: 2901, isaac.john@asph.nhs.uk 
• Maria Crosbie, ext: 2552, maria.crosbie@asph.nhs.uk 
• Ruth Lallmahommed, ext: 2711, ruth.lallmahomed@asph.nhs.uk 

GOING GREEN  

During February you helped reduce the Trust’s carbon 
footprint by:  

•Sending  9,085 kilos of confidential waste paper to be 
recycled - the equivalent of 155 trees. 

•Sending 5.51 tonnes of mixed waste for recycling - 31% 
of domestic waste (up from 17.5 % average we achieved 
in December and January). 

•Recycling cardboard totaling 5,000 kilos. 

Well done and keep up the good work. 

SMOKE FREE! 

Wednesday 14th March was national No Smoking Day.   
Staff gathered outside the Main Entrance at St. Peter’s to 
celebrate the first anniversary of both sites going ‘smoke 
free’.  Of course we all know that a few people are flouting 

this…..which is a shame 
really when we know the 
damage that smoking 
causes both to individuals 
and the environment.  Fiona 
Cole (pictured with Ben 
Faire - remember him?) was 
in the main entrance pro-
moting Smoking Cessation.   
NHS Staff ‘drop in and quit’ 

services are being run at St. Peter’s every Monday from 
23rd April to 25th June in the Level 2 Seminar Room be-
tween 12:00 to 14:00hrs.   Call 0845-602-3608 or e-mail 
stop.smoking@surreypct.nhs.uk to book your place or to 
make alternative arrangements for support.  

Many thanks to the staff at Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines 
(pictured above with Voluntary Services Manager Karen 
Marsden - far right) who spent Saturday 10th March at Ash-
ford Hospital.   Two of the courtyards were spruced up and a 
couple of rooms were given a lick of paint.  Focus DIY and 
The Plantation donated and discounted supplies for the day. 

RCCL G.I.V.E. DAY 


