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Early Births Fund 
 Appeal Launch 

 
An appeal to raise £250,000 for 
hi-tech equipment for the 
expansion of the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit was 
launched on Friday June 25th. 
 
£1 million will be contributed 
equally by the Trust and by the 
Surrey and Sussex Strategic 
Health Authority for the building 
and refurbishment works to 
expand the unit which is in the 
Abbey Wing at St. Peter’s 
Hospital, Chertsey.    It will cater 
for babies across Surrey with 
three extra intensive care cots 
bringing the total up to eight ITC 
cots, as well as additional space 
for high dependency care cots. 
After expansion the Ashford and 
St. Peter's Hospitals NHS Trust 
NICU will be one of the largest 
in the country. 
 
Consultant Paediatrician Dr 
Jean Bowyer, who has been at 

the forefront of the development 
of neonatal intensive care at St. 
Peter’s Hospital said: “In the 
past 20 years the care of babies 
born very early, or with 
unexpected problems, has 
improved immensely, with great 
improvements in survival and 
outlook. But this work is 
increasingly specialised and 
requires clearly identified teams 
of highly trained nurses and 
doctors, available at all times.   
 
“Such a high quality service can 
only be provided by combining 
the resources of several 
hospitals in a network.  In 
Surrey the four hospitals at 
Frimley, Guildford, Redhill and 
Chertsey are working together 
in the Neonatal network with St 
Peter’s providing the intensive 
care needed for the smallest 
and sickest newborn babies. 
Our team here is already 

recognised 
as having the 
appropriate 
skills, 
experience 
and results. 
 
“The current 
unit is not 
large enough 
to cater for all 

the needs of 
Surrey babies, 
some of whom 
have had to be 
transferred to 
distant units. So 
the plan is to 
expand at St 
Peter’s Hospital 
by building a 
new nursery for 
eight intensive care cots, and by 
using the existing nurseries for 
better high dependency care.  
The costs of the building work 
are to be met by the Strategic 
Health Authority and the 
Ashford & St Peter’s Hospitals 
Trust, but there is not enough to 
provide for the new medical 
equipment required. 
 
“We have therefore set up the 
Early Births Fund to raise 
money for the equipment which 
will allow us to look after three 
more sick or tiny babies at any 
one time.” 
 
Dr Bowyer went on to say how 
much all the public support was 
appreciated.   The Runnymede 
Hotel has adopted the appeal 
as its charity this year, as have 
the Stanwell-based Charity 
SCIP (Save Children in Pain) 
and there has been support 

from the Earl and Countess of 
Wessex Charitable Trust.  Each 
new incubator costs 
approximately £80,000 and 
preliminary fundraising has 
already raised the first £80,000 
– enough for the equipment for 
one baby. 
       
Said Dr Bowyer: “Thanks to a 
great deal of generosity we 
have already raised enough to 
equip the first cot and we would 
like to have all three new cots 
equipped by this time next 
year.” 
 
Building work is due to start this 
September and it is hoped that 
by the late spring of next year 
two of the new cots will be in 
use, together with the existing 
five neonatal intensive care 
cots. 
 
More information can be found 
on: www.earlybirthsfund.org.uk

The first event to be held by the Early Births Fund after 
their official launch was on Friday July 2nd where they 
held a Curry and Quiz Night. The curry was provided by 
Rushna Master who prepared starters of samosa and 
onion bhajias along with chutneys and sauces as well 
as a full main course with rice, for 130 people. The 
evening has managed to raise well over £1,000. The 
Early Births Fund would like to send special thanks to 
Rushna Master and Mel Meluish for all their hard work. 

Coming Events in the Early Births Fund Calendar 
Sat  July 10 15:00   

to 17:00 
Fun Day 
The Harvest Time Church, Virginia Water 

Fri July 30 09:30   
to 15:00 

Sale of Curry sauces, chutneys and samosas, Main 
Out Patients, St. Peter’s Hospital 

Wed Sept 8 20:00 Theatre Visit – New Victoria Theatre, Woking – The 
Full Monty 

Sat Sept 11  Sponsored sky dive/parachute jump -  Hinton airfield 
Sat Nov 13 13:00  

to 16:00 
Christmas Fayre and Raffle grand draw 
Abraham Cowley Unit, St. Peter’s Hospital 

Sat Nov 13 07.30  
to 23:30 

Disco with live band, ploughman’s & bar.  Egham 
Community Centre 

Adana Iweanya (4) peaks into an incubator, 
similar to the one she spent time in when 
she was born prematurely at St. Peter’s. 

Rushna Master, Shirley Thompson, Deputy Sister 
Angela Weller, Gayle Parry, and Dr Jean Bowyer 
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A busy time for SMA 
 
The Stephanie Marks Appeal has had a 
busy month this June with lots of good 
news to talk about: 
 
The Drifters visit St. Peter’s to 
support SMA 
 
In advance of their return on Sunday 
July 25th to the New Victoria Theatre in 
Woking to perform a spectacular two 
hour concert in aid of The Stephanie 
Marks Diabetes Appeal, The Drifters 
visited St. Peter’s Hospital on June 23rd 
to meet diabetes patients and staff. The 
Stephanie Marks Appeal was launched 
in June last year to significantly raise 
awareness of diabetes as well as raise 
£2.5 million to provide a specialist 
diabetes service spanning the Trust’s 
450,000 people catchment area. If you 
would like to buy tickets for the Drifter’s 
Concert which is to be held at The New 
Victoria Theatre, Woking, you can do 
so by contacting the Woking box office 
on 01483 545900. Tickets come in two 
price brackets £17.50 or £20. The 
concert on July 25th starts at 21:30. 
 
Friday July 9th marks the 1st 
anniversary of the appeal and to mark 
the occasion their will be a round-up of 

what has happened and a programme 
of what the next year holds, as well as 
an opportunity to find out about the 
plans for the centre itself. There will be 
an announcement of the location of the 
proposed centre and presentation of an 
overview of the project on Friday July 
9th in the post graduate lecture theatre 
SPH, 09:30-10:45. All welcome.    
 
Ace Towels 4 Sale 
 
Selling successfully for the past 10 
years through Charity Corner, the 
official Wimbledon tournament towels 
are on sale once again at a reduced 
price to staff, patients and visitors of 
ASPH. Only £12.50 reduced from £25! 
Over 100 sold already. 
 
These brand new top quality luxury 
bath towels are available in the 
traditional green/purple or this year 
something special for the ladies in 
raspberry/gold. Mary Keen, charity stall 
holder at SPH said: “We hope to raise 
at least £1,000 for The Stephanie 
Marks Appeal from towels alone this 
year, which can be purchased either on 
a Monday from my toiletries stall, 
Duchess of Kent entrance, or by order 
through Claire Daniels, Fundraising 
Office SPH ext.2330 or Karen Marsden, 

Voluntary 
Services 

AH, 
ext.4227 

throughout 
the rest of 
the week.”   
Samples of 

both 
colours are 
held by 
both. Also 

available 

are white bath robes with a crossed 
racket emblem for adults and the 
Wimbledon bear emblem for children. 
 
Charlie opens his garden 
 
Charlie the porter (pictured below) has 
opened his garden to the public in aid 
of the appeal and has had a good turn 
out. Fund Raising Manger Claire 
Daniels would like to thank Charlie for 
all his efforts in helping to raise the 
profile of the charity and for opening his 
beautiful garden to the public.  

  
Mayor chooses Stephanie’s Fund 
as yearly charity. 
 
Elmbridge’s new Mayor, Cllr Martin 
Schofield, has chosen to support The 
Stephanie Marks Appeal as one of the 
beneficiaries of the yearly ‘Mayor’s 
Charity’ appeal. The Mayor’s Charity is 
run each year by the new mayor and 
this year’s Mayor has decided to have a 
theme for his term of office “Good 
Health and Well-being of the Borough”. 
 
The Mayor’s Appeal was launched at 
local company Cargill’s Cobham office 
who gave a generous donation of 
£3,000, which will get the appeal off to 
a positive start.  
 
If you wish to know more about the 
Mayor’s Charity Appeal and how you 
may help, you can call the Mayor’s 
Secretary on 01372 474383.    

 
 

From 1st July 2004, the 
NHSP Contact Centre will no 
longer be making courtesy 
calls to wards/departments.  
You will be able to view your 
bookings on the web at a 
time convenient to you.  The 
Contact Centre will only call 
you if a cancellation occurs 
within 24 hours of the shift.  
 
The booking information is 
available on the web 

accessible through the 
intranet. The web 
information is in real time so 
will always display up to date 
information. 
 
Below is a reminder of the 
process on how to log onto 
the web. If you experience 
any difficulties, please call 
the site NHSP office  
(AH 4144, SPH 2328/3726). 
 

To access the webpage: 1 - 
Go to TrustNet. 2 - Under 
‘Applications’ click on NHS 
Professionals Information 
System.  This will take you 
to the NHS Professionals 
website. 3 - Select ‘staff 
login’ and enter your login ID 
(the ward cost code) and 
your password (type the 
word password in lower case 
letters) and click ‘login’. 4 - 
Select “Booking Status” from 
the menu on the left side of 

the window. This will show 
you all the shifts for your 
ward. 5 - Select the 
ward/dept from the drop 
down menu by clicking on 
the down arrow. 6 - Enter 
the dates you would like to 
view by clicking on the 
calendar icon next to the 
start and end dates and 
clicking on the relevant 
dates.  7 - Click on the 
‘submit’ button. 
 

NHSP Books through the WWWeb 

The Drifters posed for the local papers with Endoscopy nursing staff  
outside the Accident Centre 
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Neurophysiology 
Opening 

  
Glenn Douglas recently 
formally opened the 
new Neurophysiology 
clinic rooms and offices 
on the Ramp.  Pictured 
here with Glenn are Dr 
Adrian Fowle (centre 
back) and his team. 
They can be contacted 
on ext.2543 

Alison Blenkinsop, who job shares 
with Kim McHarg as Infant Feeding 
Advisors, demonstrates the training 
aid to members of the WRVS in the 

Abbey Wing. 

Minerva Centre is up 
and running  
 
Following the official opening of the 
Minerva Centre at SPH, a timetable of 
course dates has now been issued for 
both the Minerva centre at SPH and the 
mobile training facility at ASH. IT 
training is free to all Trust Staff and 
courses are filling up fast, so if you 
fancy improving your IT skills or even if 
you have never used a computer 
before there is a course for you.  
 
If you would like to come and check out 
the facilities at the Minerva Centre 
SPH, or clear up a few niggling 
problems that you have with certain 
programmes, then remember to come 
along on a Wednesday anytime 
between 09:30 and 16:30 (excl. 12:30-
13:30) and ask at one of the Drop-In 
Wednesday clinics that are being 
run. All staff are welcome. 
 
The Minerva Centre is located in 
Nightingale House, near Choices 
Restaurant on the SPH site. For more 
information contact Laura Philip, IT 
Training Manager on ext.3386. 
 

WET WET WET 
 
The three wets have poured onto the 
Trust over the past two weeks. Not only 
have we seen some freak summer 
weather in the form of gale force winds 
and sudden downpours but at St. 
Peter’s Hospital on the 23rd a burst 
water main in Addlestone meant water 
supply problems to the hospital for a 
number of hours, while at Ashford on 
the 28th, a broken valve on a roof-top 
water storage tank meant flooding to 
two ward areas. The aqua troubles 
have all now been moped up and it is 
hoped that as the liquid bad luck has 
now appeared three times that we 

should be home and dry for a while 
longer.  

Perfumery scam alert 
  
Security has, this week, issued a 
warning of a perfumery scam. Fire and 
Security Manager Ken Cantrill said: “It 
has been brought to my notice that 
there is a scam going round that 
involves unknown persons attempting 
to sell perfumes in the street by asking 
you to smell the bottles. 
  
“It is suggested that you do not get 
involved or approach the sellers but 
take details (information about the 
person/vehicle etc.) and call the Police 
or Trading Standards as appropriate.” 
 

Jolly Jolley  
Medical 
Support 
Worker for 
the elderly, 
Peter Jolley, 
(pictured left) 
is, in his 
spare time, a 
part-time Dog 
Show Judge, 
including 
Crufts. He 
was recently 

called upon to judge the Surrey Dog 
Training Society’s companion dog show 
on June 6th from which he managed to 
raise £639 for his supporting charity 
Motor Neurone Disease Association.   
 
Peter has worked for the Trust for 15 
years, and his life as a show judge 
started in 1982. In the last 22 years he 
has visited many countries hosting dog 
show competitions, including Barbados, 
Holland, Hong Kong, Ireland, Malta, 
Portugal and Spain. Peter has many 
competitions coming up, in which he 
will be visiting, Australia, Finland, 

Norway and Portugal, and will continue 
to support The Motor Neurone Disease.  
 

Emergency’s Call 2222 
 
Following a power cut in the 
departmental block at SPH on June 
15th, Security would like to remind all 
staff that in the event of any power 
fluctuations, or if you notice any 
disruption to power in your area, please 
report this on the emergency number 
2222 immediately and estates will be 
called to deal with the problem. 
 

Keeping abreast with 
the WRVS 
Maternity would like to say: “Thank you” 
to the WRVS for their kind donation of 
£450 which has gone towards buying a 
hand expression training aid to help 
teach breastfeeding management. The 
life size latex breast is used to teach 
staff as well as new and expectant 
mothers to understand how 
breastfeeding works. The breast has 
strategically placed cells that produce 
white fluid when pressed in the correct 
place to simulate lactation. The training 
aid has already proven itself to be a 
great success and staff and mothers 
have found it very useful.  

 

Family Announcements 
 
The staff in medical records at St. 
Peter’s would like to say: 
“Congratulations” to Nicola Howard, in 
the Record Bureau, on the birth of her 
10lb 12oz baby girl Shauna on June 22. 
Medical records have been running a 
guess the baby’s weight competition 
which has raised £40 which will be 
donated to NICU. The winner was 
Marie Bourne the Supervisor! 



Don’t forget to wear your name badge & carry your ID badge with you at all times 
 

As part of the modern NHS service, 
being able to choose the best option 
for patients about where to be treated 
and when, will play a major role by 
the end of 2008. A system called 
‘Choose and Book’ will use an online 
e-bookings database linking GP 
practice’s to the hospital’s booking 
system. At the end of the 
implementation, the result will be a 
truly National Health Service. The 
patient will be able to choose and 
book a convenient place, date and 
time for their initial hospital 
appointment at their GP’s and be 
referred directly to whichever hospital 
is best suited to their needs anywhere 
in the country. Once they have 
decided which appointment to book a 
confirmation letter can be printed out 
there and then instead of having to 
wait weeks for it the post and then 
finding out the appointment falls on a 
day they cannot make.  
 
For example – Mrs Jones finds that 
she has a skin irritation and so goes 
to her local GP practice in Staines. 
Her GP decides to refer Mrs Jones to 
the Dermatology Department and 

using the e-booking system puts in 
her details to his PC in his office. The 
system then supplies him with a list of 
the most suitable places to send his 
patient, which he can then tell Mrs 
Jones. Mrs Jones decides that 
although she could take an 
appointment at a local hospital and 
wait 10 weeks, she would prefer to 
travel to Birmingham – where she will 
only have to wait 4 weeks as their 
waiting list is much shorter, and 
where she has a brother who she can 
stay with to make the journey easier.  
 
Mrs Jones then books the 
appointment with the GP who prints 
out a confirmation letter with the date, 
time and place of the appointment. 
Mrs Jones can now return home safe 
in the knowledge that she has booked 
an appointment that she knows she 
can make, is happy to wait for and 
has arrangements made for travel.  
 
As part of the national roll-out of 
‘Choose and Book’ our Trust has 
been chosen as an early implementer 
site, which means that in the Autumn 
this year The Ashford & St. Peter's 
Hospitals NHS Trust will be online 

with ‘Choose and Book’ and patients 
from North Surrey and Surrey Heath 
& Woking PCTs will be able to book 
appointments at either hospital direct 
from the GP on-line and instantly.  
 
The initial project at Ashford & St. 
Peter’s is limited to North Surrey and 
Surrey Heath & Woking PCT patients.    
Hounslow PCT patients will be 
assimilated at a later date.  
 
The E-booking team at Ashford & St. 
Peter’s, led by Sue Hookins and 
supported by the Appointments 
Centre, is already undertaking work 
required to put in place systems and 
infrastructure required to support this 
new and improved way of working. 
 
This is a major national programme 
and is sure to effect many people if 
not all of us – after-all, we are all sure 
to be a patient ourselves at some 
stage or another. 
 
For more information on e-bookings 
and the way that ‘Choose and Book’ 
could effect you call Sue Hookins on 
ext.3141
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The next Agenda for Change Road 
Shows are on: 
Monday 26th July at 12:30 in the 
Lecture Theatre, Education Centre, 
Ashford 
Thursday 29th July at 12:30 in the 
Lecture Room, Conference Centre 
(Ramp) St. Peter’s 

 
Catch up on the latest A4C developments to do with pay 
and services.  
 
Did you know that under Agenda  
For Change you will be expected  
to work a 37 ½ hour week?  
 
Did you know that your annual  
leave entitlement is about to  
go up?  
 
Did you know that A4C is the  
biggest change to pay and  
conditions in the NHS ever? 
 
If you answered ‘No’ to any of the  
above you should come and ask  
some questions at one of the next 
A4C Road Shows listed above. 
  

Major events such as the Ashford Hospital League of Friends 
Fete on July 10th are the fund-raising opportunity that results 
in extra equipment being purchased for the wards – like the 
hoist pictured here on Keats Ward. Sister Michelle O’Sullivan, 
Vice-Chairman of Ashford Hospital League of Friends Mrs 
Marion Leathers and Head of Nursing for Medicine Ally 
Lallmahomed are seen with a £4,000 hoist used to help 
patients with a profound weakness to get into a standing 
position. This helps nurses to transfer patients from bed to 
chair and enables physiotherapists to help patients balance, 
step and walk as part of their rehabilitation. Said the Trust’s 
minimal handling co-ordinator Sue Southey: “The hoist gives 
the patient the instant feeling of security and provides a much 
needed upper-body support during the lift to allow standing 
from even the deepest of chairs, or a bed.” 

Cup-o-coffee 
A fund-raising coffee morning for the League of Friends 
was held at the Pyrford home of David and Jean Calder.  
More than 60 people took part, bought raffle tickets and 
raised an amazing £700 in the space of two hours. 
Sister Michelle Willis of the children’s accident and 
emergency unit based in the Accident Centre at St. 
Peter’s Hospital gave a talk about the work of the unit, 
which opened five years ago.  Some of the cash raised 
will be spent on a series of simple books for children 
grieving after the death of different members of their 
family; new baby and toddler clothes and Moses baskets. 




